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Mrs. Sophia Baddeley. 


HREE of theſe ten men, were left 


in poſſeſſion of my goods, and we 


were handed to our carriage; z not by lis | 

Grace of —— my Lord —— or the Ho- 1 
but by the bailif and 

-his fix fyllowers. Off we were can 10% 1 

to Vere' IN in Southampton. ſtreet, And | 

the ſtory was all over the town, in 2, „ 


. 7 


A3 — _ 


nourable Mr. | 


oo ——_ 4 % * 
1 — ns 
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hours. When we got to the officer's houſe, 
we procured a dining-room to ourſelves, 
li „ at eight ſhillings a day, beſides our cur- 
| 5 rent expences; and we had now leiſure 
to conſult what was beſt to be done. I 
thought it prudent to have the opinion 
of ſome able counſellor, to look into the 
miſchief we had brou ght upon ourſelves, 
We applied to one, and he told us there 
was no remedy, but to pay the money, 
or continue in cuſtody. till term-time, 
witich was fix weeks to come; ; when We 
might move the court on affidavit, that 
when we Ggned the bond, it was only 
for Even hundred pounds. Pay the 
money we could not; and to keep Mrs. 
18 ſhut up for fix weeks would 
deſtroy her. 1 therefore bailed the writ 
againſt me, and v was- at liberty to go 
out 
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out. With all Mrs. Baddeley's timi- 


dity, with all her pride, ſne was far 


more reconciled to this event, than 
could poſlibly ſuppoſe ſhe would have 
been. I propofed, therefore, leaving 
her for a while, and trying what I could 
do to get her out, by going among her 
- friends. The firſt perſon J applied to, 
was Lord Melbourne; I went to his 
houſe, and ſaw the porter, who ſaid his 
Lordſhip was at home, but not up; I 
gave him half a crown, and told him I 
| would write a letter, and begged he 
would deliver it into his Lordſhip's own 
| hands, which he promiſed. On this I re- 
turned: to Grafton-ſtreet, and found one 
ol the bailiff's men in my parlour. I told 
him he muſt not fit there, for I had buſi- 
neſs ; bur he might order a fire i in any other 
ae . room 
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room he pleaſed : the fellow left the room; 
and II wrote to Lord Melbourne, ſaying 
1 had ſomething of great moment to tell 
him, and wiſhed to ſee. him. He came 
to me directly, and when 1 related the 
ſtory, ſaid, ſhe had brought it on her- 
ſelf, and he would not advance her A 
ſingle (guinea. All I could ſay in her 
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behalf, was to no purpoſe; he was reſo- 
lute and went away, and deſired he might 

be no more applied to on the ſubject. 

I then ſent for the coach, but was. told 
Mr. P. had taken poſſeſſion of it, and 

I could not have it. Thus diſappointed, 


: 
; 
i 

F 

. 
i 


. 
| 
ö | 
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I put on my hat and cloak, and went to 

Lord Coleraine, ſaw him, and told my 
b tale to him. He ſaid, he was not ſorry 

for it; that ſhe was rightly ſerved, and 
a he vou pot give her a. ſhilling. 
I then 
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I then aſked him to pay me what he 
| owed me, and he refufed this likewiſe, 
and began to ſing. This fo enraged 
me, that I left him without any cere- 
mony. Who to apply to next I did 
not know, and yet I was unwilling to 
return, without doing ſomething for her. 
My next application was to a friend 
of her's, who begged his name might be 
kept a ſecret, and on this account the 
reader will excuſe my mentioning it. I 
ſaw this friend, and requeſted him to 
point out ſome mode, to enable me to 
get her out of that place. He promiſed 

me to open a ſubſcription for her, 
among her friends at Almack's, and 
did not doubt but he ſhould get money 
enough to releaſe her in a fewdays. He 
would give one hundred pounds, he ſaid, 

”* 
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if the reſt would follow. Here now my 

reader will ſee the mean and pitiful re- 
| ſentment of the Ri gb. Honourable Charles 
James Fox. He muſt recollect that 
this gentleman was one among the many 
ſolicitors for her favours, but meeting 
with a repulſe upon that occaſion, 
was determined now to revenge it; 
and when the ſubſcription was propoſ- 
ed, Mr. Fox was preſent, and oppoſed 
It inthe ſtrongeſt terms; Laid, her diſtreſs, 
if true, was only what ſhe richly merit- 
ed, but that he conceived j it to be a trick, 

and an impoſition on her friends; and he 
hoped ſhe would be ſent to Newgate. 
In conſequence of this, the ſubſcrip- 
tion fell to the ground. F oiled in this 
plan, Mrs. Baddeley wrote to the Duke 
of Northumberland. His Grace was 
755 frightened 


77 
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frightened, and ſaid, the letter required 
no anſwer. I waited on Lord Harring- 
ton, and ſaw him, who ſaid he could 
not conceive how a married lady could 
be held in cuſtody for debt, and that it 
wus not prudent to advance money on 
ſuch impoſitions ; that it was beſt to be 
eaſy where ſhe was, and try the matter 
in term'titte. I tod the Duke of 
Queenſbetry of it, and he was of the 
ſame opinion; in ſhort, I went to more 
than thirty of theſe noble friends, who 
had ſo often ſaid, they were ready to 
devote themſelves to her ſervice, and 
| lay down. their lives and fortunes in her 

cauſe; and could not get a thilſing from 
any of theln, thotgh 13 pleated bard, 
and took letters to them from her, The 


And the "oe In evft6dy fbr abſplütely 
ON | frightened: 
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frightened them. The third day after 
her confinement, 1 thought of another 
plan; which was to draw up a letter 
for a ſubſcription, and try how I could 
ſucceed this way; I did fo, Mrs. Badde- 
ley copied it, and by this means 1 
got near four hundred pounds, by tens 
and twentys, from the noblemen, below- 
mentioned, whom I waited on for that 
5 purpoſe, and who uſed always to notice 
and countenance her. . 


The « following is a | copy of her letter. 


: « Mrs. Baddeley's belt . to 
— is aſhamed to be ſo trouble- 


FF « ſome; begs leave to aſſure him, no- 
« thing but abſolute , diſtreſs ſhould 
1 ne Mrs. Baddeley to trouble her 

” * friends, 
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friends; hopes, in a very ſhort time, to 
* get the better of every difficulty, and 
« to return her moſt ſincere thanks and | 
6c acknowledgements to thoſe, Who have 
de been ſo civil to think of her, in her 
1 * -proſent Saaten | 


5 &« D - 8. Whatever favour you pleaſe 
1Þ to, confer, it will come ſafe b by my 
i friend Mrs. Steele.” 
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Lord Lincoln 


Hon, G. Hobart 


Tre Memos of- 
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o W. E. of Chatham 5 5 

> Marg. of Lothian 5 5 
Lord Lyttleton Lord Talbot 10 © 
General Keppel 10 0 

Admiral Keppel 0 


Duke of Northam. 


Hon. T. Stanley 


Mr. Sheldon 10 Gen. Phillipſon 10 © 
Lord Pigot 30 Lord Aſhburnham 5 5 


Lord Harcourt General Moncton 5 - 
Lord Clanbrazil o. Mr. Egerton 19 0 
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Ries 1 left off, and waited on MI. 
John Damer, who was out of town 
when ] firſt went about; and, on telling 


him the whole ſtory, he ſaid, 1 will 


« yourſelf, to releaſe your goods, and 


then you may get Mrs. Baddeley re- 


" . $lexled, 


<< - 
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<4 leaſed, by ſtanding the trial with 
« this: d—m'd raſcal; I wiſh I could 
« - ſhoot him.“ "He had but three hun- 
dred pounds about. him, which he gave 
me, and ſent into Bond- ſtreet, and bor- 
rowed two hundred pounds more, and 
gave me that. There,” ſaid he, my 
i good woman, take that, releaſe your 
ce own goods; and you ſhall, through 
5c life, find a friend in me, for you de- 
. ſerve the friendſhip of every good 
& man, for what you have done for Mrs. 
** Baddeley ;: by and by, I will try and 
* do ſomething for her.“ This money 


I took to her, and faid, I would devote 


| It to her ſervice. The three hundred and 


"ninety - fix pounds I had given her, in 


| Parcels as Freceived it. I need not tell : 
bee. reader how thankful Mrs. Badde- | 
$527 B 2 : ley 
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key was, and how happy it made her. 
1 continued with her all the time ſhe 
was in cuſtody, and ſo did my 
friend, the lady who | accompanied her 
to Ireland. Mr. P. had ſent. near twen - 
ty times to me, wiſhing to ſee me; and 
it was thought adviſcabie, that I ſhould 
go and hear what he had to ſay: I went 
with the money in one pocket, and a 
piſtol in the other, to frighten him, de- 
termining to get her diſcharge, ſome 
way or other. He ſaw me and trem- 
| bled; and when I aſked him, what could 
Poſſeſs him to act as he had done, he 
endeavoured to excuſe himſelf, by ſay- 


ing, his affairs were in ſo bad a way as 
to admit of no palliation; and he was in 
hopes, by this mode, to urge her friends 
to ſtand forth in her cauſe, which nei- 
EO 2 | ther 
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ber 1, nor ſhe, had reſolution enough 
to aſk; chat he did not wiſh to ruin ei- 
ther of us; that he had too great a re · 
guard for me to i injure me, nor would he 
be too hard on Mrs. Baddeley, for my 
ſake; and if I could and would get him 
_ five n Pounds, he would let her 
out. And what's to become,” faid J, 
ec of my goods? He would only leave 
one man in poſſeſſion, till I could get 
Mrs. Baddeley's friends to pay the four. 
hundred pounds. I then aſked him, 
what he had done with her coach and 
borſes. He replied, ſhe ſhould have 
thoſe too, when I could get him the 
five hundred pounds in part; he 


would let her have the carriage and 
horſes, on paying him fifteen guineas | 
monthly, for the uſe of them, and in 


My” this: 
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this . his own nen ſhould 
drive her, and he would keep the horſes 
at his own expence. L told him this was 
a hard caſe, but as I could. bring him to 
no other terms, I thought it beſt not to 
make the breach wider, by ſaying any 
© thing on the ſubject to aggravate; but 
told him, I would endeavour to get the 

five hundred pounds, provided he would 
diſcharge that part of the bond againſt 
her. He would not conſent to this, but 
we were to meet the next day, and talk 
it further over. Mrs. Baddeley was de- 
lighted, to hear this favourable account, 
and aſked the officer, how much ſhe 
ſhould have to pay Him. He ſaid, there 
would be forty pounds poundage to 'the 

_ ſheriff, twenty pounds colts, beſides the 
houſe expences, and there were ſix de- 
tainers 
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| tainers to be bailed, to the amount of 135 
three or four hundred pounds, I afked 
the man, if he would take Mr. P. for 
bail. He replied, I have no objeftions, , 
if Mr, P. will do it, but Tam nie! 
be will not. | 


The next morning, at eight, I went 
again to Mr. P. and told him, on con- 
Cition he would bail the detainers againſt 

| Mrs. Baddeley, fo as to ſet ber at li- 

| berty, I had found a friend, that would 
advance him the five hundred pounds 

| he wiſhed. His reply was, that though 
| he was ſtill diſpoſed to oblige and ſerve 
where he could do it, without injury to 
3 he . not involve himſelf 


further. If this be the caſe,” x re- 
- turned I, 10 ſhe muſt wait till term, and 


« I will 


4 * 
: We 
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& I will then fee how much longer you 


c can detain her.” At this he ſaid, 


provided we would not return to Graf. 


ton · ſtreet houſe; but go and live at 


Hammerſmith; till ſuch: time as he was 
paid the four hundred pounds, . for which 
he had my goods in poſſeſſion, he would 


releaſe her- 1 promiſed this, as indeed 
I; would have promiſed almoſt any thing 
to get her enlarged; and he added, that 


we muſt give him leave to accompany us 


out of town, for a day or two, to adjuſt 


e matters, and to forget and forgive what 
& Well,” replied I, © bail 


c her out, and you ſhall have tne five 
© hundred pounds, which I have in my 


; Pocket ready ; and, as to all the reſt, 


< there will be no diſpute about . 00k 


He ingly promiſed to be with Mrs.. 


* 


Baddeley 
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Baddeley at one o'clock : bs came, and 
on his ſaying he was ſorry for what had 
| paſſed, Mrs. Baddeley admitted, that 
what he had done was right, and was 
friends with him immediately, thovgk 
the was far from thinking ſo; but,, im 
this affair, ſhe played her part well. Mr. 
P. fettled with the officer, and I paid him 
fxty pounds coſts, eight pounds. fifteen 
Mmillings, the expences whilſt we were 
there, and as he wiſhed for ſome preſent 
to himſelf, Mr. P. adviſed me to give him 
4wenty pounds, and told Mrs. Baddeley, 
| he would lend her that ſum for the pur- 
Pole. This was done, the officer was 
very thankful, and Mr. P. had the ſive 
hundred pounds. He would not give 
up the bond, but gave a diſcharge in 
| Wee 
4 


= \ = EY — — - 
—— ASS Got Be or —— —— — — 
— — —— — q 
* — 1 
— 


22 Tus Mruorns or 7 


writing; and congratulated, her on her 


liberty. Mr. P. now told us, that hg 
had ordered a poſt-chaiſe and four horſes, 


for us and him, to take a trip ua little 
way out of town, to make all matters 


up, and ſettle a more frugal plan of liv- 


ing for the future. Mrs, Baddeley did 
not like this journey, fearing it might 


be a plan to take her to the King's- 


bench priſon. I told her, if he did, he 
ſhould not live to ſee us go in; for, that 
I had a piſtol in my pocket, and would 
diſpatch him. I faid this to make her 
eaſy, though I had my dread of the ſame 


thing. However, the poſt- chaiſe came, 


and the ſervants of the houſe being all 
feed, we onee more were without-fide the 
iron bars, got into the chaiſe, and he 
ordered the 280 to drive to Barrow- 

| Hedges, 


| 
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Hedges, near Epſom. We went over 
Weſtminſter- bridge, and were in a panic, 
till we ſaw ourſelves out of ſight of the 
priſon we ſo much dreaded ; then we got 


into tolerable ſpirits; and paid ſome at- 


tention to what he ſaid. He made a 


_ thouſand apologies for his conduct, la- 
boured te excuſe himſelf, by ſwearing it 
was ultimately done, with a view to urge 


Mrs. Baddeley's friends to ſtand forth in 
her cauſe, and ſaying he was unhappy 
at had not anſwered his expectations, and 
that ſhe might rely upon it, he would 
be her friend through life. Mis. Bade- 


| ley begged, as the matter was now all 


over, that he would dwell on it no longer, | 


and ſaid, the only inconvenience to her 
would be, that ſhe ſhould be aſhamed to 


4 
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go into public again for ſome time. | 
< Oh,” rceplied/b@ it will be only A 
nine days wonder He wiſhed to 
know who advanced ——__ neg. oy 

me would! not tell him. 


3 Barrow Rege before 
Gark, and fupped. Lord Bateman, Wwho 
Was maſter of his Majeſty's hounds, was 
at this place, and the hounds with him; 
and, hearing Mrs. Baddeley was there, 
he ſent his compliments, and if not 
engaged, would be happy to wait on 
her. She ſent word, in anſwer, that ſhe 
had a friend with her, and Mrs. Steele, 
and ſhould be proud to ſee his Lord- 
hip. He came, and was glad to fee 

her; paſſed fome- time with us, and 
wid us, that if a fight of the hounds 
> Se would 
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would give us any pleaſure, he would 
attend us in the morning, and ſhew 
them to us. We accepted his polite 
offer, and he Promiſed to be with us at 
ten. Mr. P. provided an elegant ſup- 
per, and prepared cards afterwards; but 
we declined, ſaid we were fatigued, and 
wiſhed him a good night. When we 
were by oufſelves, Mrs. Baddeley ſaid, 
< I with to God, he was gone; now, 
C my dear Betſy Steele, it is your time 
with him ; do exert yourſelf; let us 
hire the coach and horſes at any price, | 
rather than not have them from him 
again, 155 pray, propoſe it in the 
morning.“ Mr. P. wanted us to ſtay 
here a weck, and to let him go to town 
and return, and ſaid, it ſhould be no 


expence to us; « We piomiſed thie, to 
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| keep him in humour till he went, and 
then deſigned: to quit the place. I fre- 


quently reminded Mrs. Baddeley of the 
deceitfulneſs of 'mankind, and that Mr. 


P. was one of thoſe leaſt to be truſted. 


She ſaw this, ſhe ſaid, plain enough, 


and hated them all, except her friend, 


Mr. Damer, who ſhewed his good heart, 


by his voluntary beneficence ; that it was 


not to be wondered at, that people in 


a leſs ſtation of life, could not be de- 


peaded on, when Noblemen, who pride 
themſelves in their honour, ſhould act 


in ſuch a manner; that, ſhe now ſaw 


the world in it's true light, and would 


ſeek out for a ſet of new friends, for 


the old ones were not worth her atten- 


tion. Our determination was, promiſe 
what we would, as ſoon as Mr. P. 
| turned 
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ave his back, to 80 directly to Grat- 
ton- „ a; 


- 


In the morning, Lord Bateman came, 
and attended us to the dog-kennel, to 
ſhew us. the hounds ; M ordered them to 
be fed. before us, and had them out. 
He was very polite upon the occaſior, 
and ſaid, if Mrs. Baddeley would per- 
mit him, he would do himſelf the ho- 
nour to call on-us in town, in a few days. 
She told him, ſhe ſhould be proud to 
ſee him, and he left us. After he was 
gone, Mr. P. propoſed a ride; ſaid, he 
would ſtay with us that day, go to town 
the next, and return the day after.— 
Finding we could not refuſe, a poſt- 
chaiſe and four was ordered, and we 


vent ten miles farther into the country, 
c +; 
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and returned to dinner. He did not 
ſpare, in entertaining us, but provided 
every expenſive thing that could be 
procured. In the evening, he told us, 
that he ſhould ſet off in the morning at 
five o'clock, in order to ſend us our coach 
| and horſes, to ride about the country. 

W e begged he would not, as we would 
have it in town, at the fifteen pounds a 
month, as he 9 


At eight the next morning, finding 
him gone, we ordered a chaiſe, and ſet 
off for town. - When we reached our 
own houſe, a fellow, on our knocking, 
opened the door, held it in his hand, 
and ſaid, we could not come in; for, 
Mr. P. had given him orders to that 
| Purpoſe, and he was ny he was under 


_ the 
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the neceſſity of obeying him. I tried 
to puſh by him, but he ſhut the door in 
my face. T he area door, however, be- 
ing open, I bade Mrs. Baddeley follow 
me, and finding the kitchen door faſt 
below, we opened the window, and got. 
in, I now ran up ſtairsz crying out, 
« Where 1s the fellow that ſhut the door. 
« in my face?” Two men made their 
appearance, and ſaid, my ſervants. were 
at Hammerſmith. I told them, they 
had no buſineſs there, and bade them 

turn out. One of them replied, he 
would ſend- his partner to Mr. P. to 
acquaint him of our being there. Da 
ce as you pleaſe,” replied I, „I care 
* not what you do.” One of them, 
therefore, went out, and the other going 
to the door to whiſper to him, I fo | 
TE. | lowed + 


Ul 
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lowed him cloſe behind, watched my 
opportunity, and ſome dancing dogs 
being at that inſtant before the houſe, 
the fellow's attention was caught with 5 
theſe, and I ſhoved him right into the 
ſtreet, and ſhut the door againſt him; 
| : then ran down and ſecured the door and 
windows in the area. They knocked, - 


but to no purpoſe. One of them ran off 
* to Mr. P. who flew. to the houſe, and | 
| begged to be admitted, I told him, he 
ſhould not, and it was now my turn ta 
act with hoſtility. He declared, if I 
would let him in, the men ſhould go 
away. I told him, nothing would in- 
duce to me to it, unleſs he would go and 
write me a diſcharge for my goods; 
that theſe fellows might no longer be in 
poſſeſſion. He went away, and took 
: | the 
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the fellows with him, and preſently re- 
turned with a diſcharge for the execu- 
tion, which he threw down the area to 
me. I read it, thought it ſufficient, and 
then let him in. © Now, ladies,” ſaid 
he, © I think you have been even with 
« me, for this trick exceeds all I ever 
b knew.” © No,” replied I, © it does 
ce not exceed the bond, which was be- 
9 yond every thing J ever heard of. 
« You had, therefore, beſt ſay no more 
ce upon that ſubject. What have you 
« done with my ſervants?” He ſaid, he 
had ſent them to Hammerſmith, to make 
ready for our coming there. © Did 
J not requeſt you,” ſaid he, © to ſtay 
* a few days at Barrow Hedges ?— : 
% You did,” replied I, but home is 
" 1 and I was uneafy to be abſent. 

10 We 
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c We will now, however, move from 
« this houſe, and let it.” In conſe- 
quence of this determination, we ſent 
for our ſervants, ordered waggons, and 
removed our goods the next day, from 
Grafton-ſtreet to Hammerſmith, reſolv- 
ing to abridge our expences; and as, of 
courſe, by giving up our town houſe, we 
wanted fewer ſervants, we diſcharged 
es. 855 


Whilſt we were engaged in this buſi- 
neſs, we had a viſit from Miſs Young, 
of Drury - lane Theatre, (now Mrs. 
Pope) begging to ſee Mrs. Baddeley, to 
aſk a favour of her. Her affairs, ſhe 
ſaid, were in a bad ſtate, by the failure | 
of Mr. Fordyce, the banker, who had 
a bond of her's for two hundred pounds 
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and upwards, which ſhe apprehended 


his aſſignees would put in force againſt 
her, and of courſe her ruin muſt enſue, 
unleſs ſhe ſhortly paid them; that ſhe 


had no other reſource than her benefit; 


which was to take place in fix weeks. 
She came, therefore, to ſolicit Mrs. 


Baddeley's kindneſs, to fave her in this 
exigence,. by playing for her benefit; 
and ſhe was ſure, if I would interfere, 


Mrs. Baddeley would not refuſe _ 
| That her being ſo long from the theatre; 
and being ſuch a favourite with the town, 5 


would enſure a full houſe, and enable 
her to diſcharge the bond in queſtion. 
Mr. Fordyce having lent her that ſum 
without intereſt, whilſt he ſtood his 
. ground, ſhe had nothing to fear; but, 
; as he had failed, the caſe was altered, 


and 
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and the aſſignees had only indulged her 
till after her benefit. 1 expreſſed an 
unhappineſs at her embarraſſment, and 

told her, I would endeavour to prevail 

with Mrs. Baddeley to oblige her, 

13 though her diſlike to the ſtage was be- 
| yond all conception. The play ſhe had 
| © fixed on, was The Earl of Warwick ; and. 
the part ſhe wiſhed Mrs. Baddeley to 

| perform, was that of Lady Elizabeth 

Grey. She knew ſhe had never played 
that part, and if the ſtudy was too much 
for her, ſhe would expunge any portion 
| of it ſhe pleaſed. When ſhe was gone, 

1 ſpoke to Mrs. Baddeley on the ſubject, 
who declared ſhe would not undertake 
tit, for the profits of her whole night; 

for, ſhe hated the ſtage ſo much, that 
the would never go. upon it again, and 
that 
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khat 1 ſhould have told her ſo. 1 


did,“ replied I, © but ſhe has done 


cc as you did, ſign a warrant of attor- 


« ney, and will be ruined, unleſs you 


« will oblige her; and, ſurely you will 
cc play one night to ſave an old ac- 


cc quaintance from ruin; 1 would do it 
5 myſelf, if I could,” © I wiſh to 
% God you would,” ſaid he, and, let 
« us think, my dear Steele, what part 
e you ſhall play.“ © The only one,” 


returned I, * that T can play, is the 


< fool, which I have often done, and 


cc to my coſt. This occaſioned a laugh, 


Ad ide nä, if 1 withed" it; he: wlll 
but not to oblige any other perſon 


on earth. 1 told her, it would oblige 
me, for I promiſed | Miſs Young to 


uſe my intereſt with her; and indeed, 


I had 
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i 1q I had another motive, that operated 
1 with me, which was, the hopes of thus 
bringing Mrs. Baddeley, once more, 
back to her profeſſion; but, this I did 
not intimate. Mrs. Baddeley ſaid, 
« Well then, Steele, to oblige you, 
e and you only, if you will give me a 
©& new dreſs, I will undertake it.” I 
told her, I would, if ſhe would confine 
herſelf to twenty pounds, which ſhe 
thought ſufficient, I then ſent Miſs 
Young a note, told her Mrs. Baddeley | 
would perform the part ſhe requeſted, 
and begged to ſee her on the occaſion. 
She flew to her to thank her, but Mrs. 
Baddeley ſaid, There are really no 
«© thanks due to me, for I deteſt the 
ce ſtage fo much, that nothing could 
e induce me, but the perſuaſions of 
| Mt. 
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« Mrs. Steele, and the awkward fitu- 
cc ation of your affairs, at preſent ſo 
« ſimilar to my own.“ The next day 
Mrs. Baddeley's name was announced 


in the newſpapers, that ſhe was to play | 
for Miſs Young's benefit, and this kept 


ker to her promiſe, or ſome new ob- 
jections would in all probability bave 
prevented it. | 


A few days ſettled us in our houſe at 


Hammerſmith, and' Mr. P. let us the 
coach and horſes at fifteen pounds fif- 


teen ſhillings a month, he keeping the 


horſes, and finding a coachman ; but 
we were to pay him his wages. The 
carriage was to ſtand at the king of 
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Bohemia's Head, at Turnham green, 
about a half a mile from our houſe. 


Mr. Bigg s, the mercer, was the firſt 
viſitant we had after our removal ; and, 
whilſt 1 was ſettling with Mr. P. was 

alone with Mrs. Baddeley, and made 

her a preſent of fifty pounds. When 
Mr. Biggs and Mr. P. were gone, ſhe 
gave me the fifty pounds, and ſaid, 
< There is ſomething that will help, a 
« piftof Mr. Biggs's; for J am now de- 
e termined to ger all the money I can, 
4 and play a part witk the world, which 
« L have not yet done; ; for, as I have | 
e ſeen my own folly in refuſing — 
8 « ] am reſolved to. refuſe no more.“ 
I told ber, ſuch an act would ill fuit 


with 
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— me, and I begged not to be mack 


a confident in the buſinefs. I propoſed 


going that evening to Ranelagh, where, 
FE was of opinion, ſhe would fee her 
friend, who begg ged his name might be 
kept a ſecret, and who promiſed. the 


firſt time he met her in any publi- 


place, where he could ſpeak to his 
friends, that he would endeavour to get 
her ſome money. We went there, and 
he was fortunately in the room; he put 
a ſum into his hat, and by applying to 
a very few of his, and her acquaint- 
| ance, in about half an hour, collected 
three hundred and fifteen guineas; and, 
as he would not ſay who were her bene- 


factors, ſhe did not know to whom ſhe 
was obliged. On her thanking this 
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gentleman, he ſaid, it was but a trifle, 


when he propoſed a ſubſcription for her, 
fe would have had as many thouſands. 


Lord Bateman paid us a viſit a day 
or two after, agreeable to his promiſe 


at Barrow Hedges; ſtaid tea; and, on 
being made acquainted with her ſitua- 


tion, ſaid, he ſhould be happy to add 
his ſubſcription, and would not fail to 


call upon her the next morning for that 


purpoſe. The next. morning he came, 
and gave her a hundred pounds, and 
faid he was forry he could not afford a 
greater ſum. Mrs. Baddeley- returned 
him thanks for his bounty; but, bis 
| Lordſhip did not . on a future 

| viſit, 
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viſit, to ſolicit from her a reward, 
which ſhe readily granted; and he was 
from that time admitted among the beſt 
of her favourites. 28 


The reader will probably be impa- 
tient to hear ſomething of Mr. Gill. 


Hie was all this time like a mad · man, 
but kept at a diſtance by her ſtrict in- 
junction, and a promiſe on his part, 
never to think of ſeeing her any where, 


but in the country. She would often: 


fit down and fay, © Poor Gill, how 41 
© pity him! He is miſerable I am cer- 
© tain!” She received plenty of let-- 


ters from him, but wrote him but few z; # 


not being fond of | writing, though ſhe. 
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could pen a ſenſible _— and. wrote a 
good Italian hand. | 


As ſhe was obliged. toifludy the part 
ſhe had undertaken, it kept us at home 
for ſome days. She had ſo good a me- 
mory, and was ſo quick at learning a 
Part, that I remember her being perfect 
in the character of Louiſa Dudley, in the 
Weſt Indian, in one day; and, that of 
Mrs. Beverley, in the Gameſter, in two 

days; which ſhe performed to the ad-. 
miration of all who ſaw her. Mr. 
Garrick declared, that in this part ſhe 
_ excelled Mrs. Barry : it was not a part 


i. that Mrs. Baddeley uſed to perform, 


but the got it up to oblige Mr. Reddiſh, 
for his benefit, he having quarreled 
| | with 
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with Mrs. 1 and ſhe refuſing to 
play it. 


She was ** Pertelt it in the part the 
was to play for Miſs Young ; and her 
; dreſs, made up by berſelf, on this OC» 


cafion, was a rich white ſilk, ſprigged 


with gold and a number of French 
beads, made with a train. The ſleeves. 
were covered with gauze,. and decorated 
with point-lace ; „ with rows of beads 
round the arms, tied in elegant bows. | 


Before ſhe made her appearance in 


this. dreſs, ſhe was. defirous of having 
ſome diverfion with a fortune-teller ; for 


ſhe was weak enough, though ſhe would 


not own it, to place a confidence in 


what 
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| What thefe vagrants told ber. She aid; 
ſhe was now. beginning-the world afreſh, 
and, like Abel Drugger, was deſirous. 
of Knowing, whether ſhe ſhould be 
lucky. She accordingly ſent for Jones, 
the fortune-teller, in the Old Bailey, 
and gave him a guinea and a half, to- 
hear what he had to fay. He fran on 
with a great deal of ſtuff, as theſe peo 
ple generally do, and among other things 
told her, if ſhe would walk in St. 
| James's Park, on the Wedneſday fol- 
lowing, (this was on the Monday,) be- 
tween the hours of one and two, pre- 
ciſely, ſhe would ſee a gentleman of - a 
penteel appeatance, rather hantſorhe- 
than otherwiſe, of a black complexion,, 
thin and tall; that, this peiſon would. 
pe fall 
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fall in love with her, and that ſhe would 
know him from any other, by his hav- 
ing a gold chain hanging round his 
; neck. © What he 1s,” added this con- 


= 


Jurer, « I don't Is but he is ſome 


< man high in office. 


: She was determined to go and ſee the ; 


event of this. prediction ; I oppoſed it, 
but nothing could prevent her, and 1 


muſt go with her: at eleven o'clock, | 
therefore, on Wedneſday, the coach was. 
at the door, and we went to the Mall, 


in St. James's-park, a place we did not 
much frequent. Scarce: had we reach- 
ed the further end, before this gentle- 
man, with a gold chain about his neck, 
preſented himſelf to. our view, made 


a dead 
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a dead ſtand, and locked at her. He = 
had a-gentleman with him, 4 My God!“ 


faid the, that's the man !—The fel- 


« jo who told me muſt certainly. be the 
« devil!“ This gentleman followed 
her up and down the Mall, and kept his 
eyes fixed upow her, but ſaid not a 
word. Being weary of walking, we re- 
turned to our coach which we had left 

at Spring- garden-gate, where we got 
in, and ordered the coachman to. dtive 
to Miſs Young's, who lived in New- 
ſtreet, Covent- garden; but, before we 
reached N eee e the car- 
riage was ſtopped : we looked out to ſee. 
the occalion, and this gentleman with. 
the gold chain came up, and' begged 
kave to come into che coach, as he had 
ſomething 
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ſomething of great conſequence to com- 
municate. We were both ſurprized, 
but admitted him. He begged pardon 
for the liberty he had taken, but it was 


not in his power to avoid it; ſaid he had 


long wiſhed for an opportunity to be in- 
troduced to Mrs. Baddeley, and as he 
was now that happy man, he would ex- 
plain himſelf. I preſume, Madam,” 
ſaid he, to Mrs. Baddeley, © you do not 
% know me, but my name is Sayer ;-and, 
© have the honour, at this time, to be 


one of the Sheriffs of the City of 


London (this was in 1773); and 
% having frequently heard of the ill 
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ſheriffs officers, as my office will ena- 
ble me to protect you from ſuch in- 


« ſults . 


treatment, you have met with from 
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“ ſults in future, you may command 
„ my. beſt ſervices.” He went with us 


to Miſs Young's, and was admitted with 
us into ber apartments. On our leav- 
ing Miſs Young, Mr. Sayer ſaid, he had 


-an engagement to dine in the Hay-mar- 
ket, but requeſted Mrs. Baddeley's per- 
| miſſion to drink tea with her, to which 


ſhe then gave him an invitation, and we 
ſet him down in Coventry-ſtreet. He 
was no ſooner gone, than ſhe expreſſed 


herſelf to me in this manner, © Did 


&« you ever ſee a more elegant, hand- 
& ſome man in your life ?—He has a 
e ſoul formed for love, and now I ſhall 


„ not fear the devil; for, his being She- 
e riff of London, no writ can be iſſued 


out, but he will know it, and pre- 


5. your 
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« vent it's being ſerved, for no one will 
« dare to arreſt me, when J am under 
« his protection. So bleſs the fortune- 
teller ! I preſume-now, you will have 
e ſome confidence in what theſe people 
cc lay my 
Mr. Sayer was a gay man, this fellow 
muſt have given bim intelligence of 
her being in the Park: ſhe could not 
credit this, as ſhe was convinced he 
would not attend to ſach men. © He is 
« 4 ſenſible man,” added ſhe, © and a 
ce John Wilkes to his heart, which I 


c love him the better for. I am now 


e happy beyond expreſſion, and will go 
« homeand dreſs receive him. Don't 
you think him handſome ?”—I told 


her, that I did not look at him ſuffi- 
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ciently to judge of that, but I thought 
him an impudent fellow, or he would 
not have intruded himſelf as he did. 
'That, ſhe ſaid, was owing to his great 


love; that Providence had ſent him to 
make her happy, and that the fortune- 


teller had ſaid ſo: and indeed this was 


| enough, for what theſe people told her, 


was always law. In this abſurd way did 
ſhe rave till the afternoon, when he came 
to tea, and after it, requeſted her pri- 
vate ear. She told him, I was her bo- 


ſom friend, and whatever he had to ſay, 


might be ſaid in my preſence; but he 


requeſted, notwithſtanding, to ſpeak to 
her alone; faid, he Would not detain 


her ten minutes, and he truſted I would 
not be offended, She then retired with 
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him into the next room, and ſoon re- 
turned. When he went away, he told 
her, he ſhould take the liberty to call 
regularly once a day, if ſhe would per- 
mit him ; to which. he agreed. 


RY 


Vere, the ſheriff's-officer, whoſe houſe 
we were at, was frequently at Ham- 
merſmith, to tell us, that the detainers 
againft Mrs. Baddeley, not being paid; 
he ſhould be ruined, if they were not 
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ſettled; and, under this pretence, got 
from her a bond for ſix hundred pounds, 
to diſcharge them; that being the a- 
mount, he ſaid, of the whole, and which, 
afterwards, we found to be falſe, for Mr. 
| | Sayer, when Sheriff, ſearched the office 
back to that period, and found the 
_ E 2 amount 
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amount of the writs to be no more than 
two hundred and thirty nine pounds. 
He obliged Vere, therefore, on the re- 
ceipt of that money, to give her a pro- 
Fer diſcharge for the bond, he having 
indorſed it away to lore of his OWN. 
creditors. 


. P. ſtill continued friendly in his 
on way, by prevailing on Mrs. Badde- 
ley's creditors to give her time, though 
he advanced her no more money. 


There was, at this time, a maſked 
ball, af the Pantheon, to which we went, 
and there met with a perſon in the cha- 
racer of Mother Cole. Mrs. Baddeley 
being unmaſked, ſhe came up and talk- 

e ed 
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ed to us, and from her mentioning n 


ny of the ladies prelent, we were con- 
vinced it was a perſon of ſome diſtine- 
tion. In the courſe of converſation, ſhe 
cold Mrs. Baddeley, that ſhe was ſorry 
to find, by the public talk, that ſhe had. 
been under ſome embarraſſments, and: 
ſhould be happy to be of ſervice to her. 
She thanked. this good lady, and beg- 
ged to know to whom ſhe was obliged: 
for this kindneſs. Not caring. to un- 


1 or diſcover herſelf, ſhe. took out 


a card, tore it in half, and giving one 
gart to Mrs. Baddeley, left. her, ſay-- 
ing, the would call on her in a day or 
two; and when ſhe ſent in to. her the- 
other partof the card; hoped ſhe ſhould. 
be admitted. She entered into the con-. 
E 3 duct: 
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duct of Lord Coleraine, —ſaid, he 
had got into the favour of Mrs. Gar- 


nier; and it was a pity fo fweet a wo- 


man. ſhould fall a ſacrifice to ſuch a 


' wretch. She then aſked Mrs. Badde- 


ley, if the was free from any attach- 


ment, and at liberty to ſee any male | 
friend ſhe pleaſed > if ſhe was, ſhe 
would do. herſelf the honour to make 
herſelf known to her the firſt oppor- 
tunity : ſhe bowed an acquieſcence, and 
it was ſettled that ſhe ſhould call at 
Hammerſmith the day following. At 
this maſquerade, Mrs. Baddeley faw 
many of her old friends unmaſked, who 
bowed to her, but none took any fur- : 


ther notice, except Mr. John Damer, 
and Mr. R, Conway, who were as 
| | friendly 
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; friendly to her as ever. To Mr. Con- 
way ſhe was never obliged for any pe- 
- cuniary aſſiſtance, but he was always 
ready to be of uſe to her, in any way 
ſhe could point out. EE 


On our return home, in the morning, 
we were ſtopped by a foot-pad, in the 
Hammerſmith-road, not a quarter of a 
mile from our own houſe, drefled. in. a 
failor's habit. He came to the coach 
window on my fide, and firſt aſked me 
the way to Wapping, and then demand- 
ed my money. s Yes, ſaid I, you 
% ſhall have it;“ and, with this, I ſtruck 

him on the face with a truncheon I had 
in my hand, (the character 1 appeared 
in at the ball, having made ſuch a thing 

| neceſſary 


hended and hanged. 
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neceſlary to carry,) ſo violently as al- 


moſt to ſtun him, and bid the coach- 


man gallop on as faſt as he could, He 


Whipped the horſes, and- as the fellow- 


was armed only with a ſtick, we were 
ſoon out of his reach. This raſcal, im- 


mediately afterwards, attacked a farmer, 


who lived near Hounſlow, who was then 
on his way, on horſeback, to Smithfield; 
to purchaſe ſheep z robbed him-of ſixty 
guineas and murdered him. Me heard 


a ſcreaming, but were afraid to go 


back. The weapon, with which he com- 


mitted this atrocious deed, was a mop- 


ſtick only, with a long nail in it, but 


he ſtruck the poor man with it over the 


head, and killed bim. He was appre- 


f The 
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The next day, came Mrs. Cole, and 
was introduced by means of the torn 
card. This gentleman, though he did not 
mention his name, was inſtantly kriown 
by Mrs. Baddeley, to be the Duke of 
Bolton. He told her, he had changed his 
ſex, and was now come to make profeſ- 
ſions of love to her. He next talked 
of her embarraſſed fituation, and begged 
to know how much money ſhe owed. 
She told his Grace, that her debts, 
altogether, amounted to no leſs a ſum 
than ſeven thouſand pounds. The Duke 
ſtarted at the ſound, and ſaid, . That 
© ig a fum indeed ! © Yes,” replied 
| the, © but three thouſand pounds of it 
( is owing to my friend here, Mrs. 
« Steele, who advanced me money, in 

5 « every 
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every exigence, and of courſe would 
46 not diſtreſs me for it now.“ „ That 
* friend,” ſaid the Duke, in my opi- 
6 nion, ought to be firſt paid.” I told 
his Grace, I was much obliged to him 
for his thinking ſo; but requeſted it 
might not be mentioned again, con- 
ceiving from the cloſe queſtions he aſk- 
ed, that he was, diſpoſed to pay her 
de bts. He enquired, very minutely, into. 
all the particulars reſpecting her ſitua- 
tion, and ſtaid near two hours with us; 
then got up, and ſaying, that her debts 


| amounted to too large a ſum for him to 
think of diſcharging, begged her accep- 
tance of a bank-note, and left her, with. 
aſſuring her, the next time be called, he 
would aſſiſt her further; but, he never i 
1 „ 
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called on her any more. When he was 
gone, ſhe looked at the paper, and 
found it to be a fifty pound note. You 


6c ſee, my dear Steele,” ſaid ſne, how 


© ſoon even a rich man is frightened! 


© ] am ſorry, I told him that T was fo 
4 much in debt ; probably, had I men- 
«*« tioned a ſmaller ſum, he would have 
ce paid it. I am determined I will tell 
% no one, in future, how much I owe 
- "0 for, I frightened away Lord Chol- 
% mondeley by the ſame means, and 1 


% have never ſeen him ſince,” 


La 


be next ſtrange viſitor we had, was 
the Reverend Dr. Bruce, preacher at 
Somerſet-houſe Chapel, a gentleman 
on the wrong fide of ſixty. When he 


came, 
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came, he apologized for the liberty, but 


waited on us on buſineſs of ſome mo- 


ment to himſelf. He told us, that a 


young man, whom he had brought up 


from an infant, and who lived with him, 
had abſconded, on account of his maid- 
ſervant being with child by him, and 


ſome few other indiſcretions he had been 
guilty of; and it laid in our power to 
be of ſervice to him, © Particularly you, 
you divine angel“ ſaid he, to Mrs. 
Baddeley, ſtaring her in the face with 


the eyes of a devotee. We were naturally 


ſurpriſed | at this; but, he ſoon unra- 
y velled the myſtery, by . ſaying, it was 


information only he wanted, and the in- 
formation of a perſon in our houſe. 


Mrs. Baddeley replied, if it was in her 


| power 


- 
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power to ſerve him, ſhe ſhould be happy 
todo it. He roſe upon this, approach- 1 
ed her, and begged that declaration 
might be ſealed with a Kiſs, He ſaluted 
her, and then cried out in rapture, that 
ſhe was all ſweets % What an odour,” 
ſaid he, hangs on thoſe lips!” He 
fat down, and Mrs. Baddeley was ready 
to burſt with laughter : ſhe had not ſeen 
this old gentleman ſince ſhe was 2 girl, 
but recollected him now. © Your foot- 
ec man, thou angelic creature,” ſaid he 
to Mrs. Baddeley, © and my young 
4 man, I underſtand, are great friends, 
© and he can probably tell me where my 
young man is; and, if you will lay 
© your commands on him, for that pur- 


* 


" poſe, I preſume he will do it, as it is a 
Ta. FL FF 6 matter 


£6 
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matter of ſerious conſequence to me.“ 


The ſervant was called up, and Mrs. 
Baddeley ſaid, ſhe hoped he would not 


| heſitate to inform the doctor where the 


young man was, that he enquired about, 


and to reſolve any queſtions he might 


afk upon the occaſion. In obedience 
to your orders, Madam,” returned he, 
«© I will give the gentleman any infor- 
mation in my power, except where it 
ce js attended with a breach of confi- 


ce gence.” © What do you call,” ſaid he, 


& a breach of confidence ?” Giving 
© up my friend,” replied the man.— 
ce You will not then,” ſaid the doctor, 
« tell me where my young man is.“ 


« No, Sir,” ſaid he, I will not; but, 


wag > will go to him, and deliver any 
commands 
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& commands you may pleaſe to give 
e me. Why not inform the doctor, 
« that he may go himſelf ?” ſaid Mrs. 
Baddeley. © Becauſe,” returned her 
ſervant, I have promiſed my friend I 
ce would tell no one ; and muſt, there- 
6 fore, beg to be excuſed breaking my 
«© word. The doctor is angry with him, 
6 on account of a ſervant girl, who is 
« with child; but, no more by my 
« friend, than by me: ſhe has told the 
66 doctor ſo, becauſe he has refuſed to 
«marry her; and has thus got him ill 
& will. He is a young fellow above a 
* meannefs of any kind, and would not 
<« tell a lie to ſave his life. If, there- 
«© fore, he was the father of the child, 
© I am perſuaded. he would own it; 


F " and, 


0 
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„ and, as he denies it, I will venture 
* to ſwear he is no ways concerned in 
e the matter.“ * O, Sir,” ſaid the 
doctor, ſneering, « he is, with you, a 
ic man of great conſequence, and you 


& have a mighty confidence in him!“ 
© J have, Sir,” replied he; * his con- 


& ſequence with me, ariſes from the 
birth which you gave him ; and my 


La) 


- 


& confidence in him, from his own de- 


5 ſerts.—“ Where did you pick up this 


knowledge ?” ſaid the doctor. © From 


o 


AQ 


his mother, Sir,” replied our ſer- 
vant, ** who is my relation.” * Well, 


ay friend, » . cried the dector, © ff __ 


„„ Will withdraw, 1 will ſee you again,” 


Tbe man bowed and went away. Doc- 
tor Bruce then addreſſed Mrs. Baddeley, 
with, 
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with, ** Do you ſee, Madam, how pe- 
ue remptorily he declares he will not ſay 


s where my young man is!“ I muſt 
< do the fellow juſtice,” returned ſhe, 
< in this reſpe&, and I like him for his 


© ſentiments ; and was this way of think- 


ing more general in a higher ſphere 
46 of life, it would do mankind no diſ- 
ce credit; for, though I would not en- 
+ courage him, I could not but admire 
e his converſation,” Doctor Bruce was 
of her opinion, but yet he withed to 
know. where to find the perſon he was 
in ſearch of; however, he would write 
to him, if Mrs. Baddeley would let her 
ſervant carry the letter. The old gen- 


tleman ſtaid tea, and dropping the buſi- 


neſs he came about, directed his conver- 
. ſation 
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ſation more immediately to Mrs. Badde- 
ley; ſaid, he was more in love with her 
beauty than ever he was before; that he 
was not without his favorites, and wiſhed 


.to live no longer than whilſt he could 


enjoy them; for, in his opinion, the 


world would be nothing without a fine 


woman * and, your charms, my dear 
« angel,” ſaid he, . have ſo enamoured 
© me, that I could lay my fortune at 


* your feet. Have you, my dear Ma- 
„ dam, any ſerious attachment; or may 
ce I be permitted to pay my reſpects to 


6 you again? For you may command 


* both me and my fortune, which is no 


« very deſpicable one; and it is at your 
4 ſervice on certain conditions.” Mrs. 


Baddley ſmiled, but made no anſwer. 
N Are 


5 
4 
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| & Are you dumb?“ continued he, and 
getting up, ſaid, © I muſt come and 
c ſee.” This opened her mouth. No, 
_ « Sir,“ replied ſhe, © I am not dumb, 
but with wonder.” © What,” re- 
turned he, becauſe I am an old fel- 
« low? Don't wonder, for age, as well 
* as youth, muſt bow to ſuch charms. 
* as you poſſeſs. I wonder you are not 
«* ſeated on a throne, or near One: ode 
« Fie, doctor,“ ſaid ſne, you ſhould: 
* not talk in this manner!“ * Why 
« not?” returned he, * Scripture tells 
« ys, that King David had many wives.” 
In ſhort, we all got into high glee, 
laughed heartily, and the old gentleman 
was as laviſh of his compliments as a 
young man of twenty, He told Mrs. 
Baddeley, 


— 
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Baddeley, that he had heard from his 
young man, of the cruel treatment ſhe 
had met with, from thoſe ſhe had reaſon 
to expect protection from; and would 
not leave her, without permiſſion to wait 
on her again, which ſhe gave him, in or- 
der to get him away. He then roſe, and 
took his leave, putting a paper with ſome 


47 money into her hand, which he begged 


her acceptance of, as a trifling addition 
to her ſubſcription. The ſum he left 
-was five guineas, wrapped up in ſeveral 
papers, which ſhe took in good part; 
but made herſelf very merry at his ex- 
pence, by taking off his manner and his 
words. 


4 . . 
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We ſent for John up, and learned from 
him, that the doctor was this young. 
man's father ; but that he had not a ſoul 
in him to do him any good, keeping 
him as his footman; which the lad did 
not like, for he had too much ſpirit, 
Indeed, continued he, © it is a doubt 
© with me, whether the doctor is not the 
« father of the child himſelf ; for he will 
6e Jet no woman alone, that comes in his 
« way.” 


At this time, Sir George Warren was 
a a frequent viſitor at our houſe, his lady 
at this time living from him; and had it 
not been for the reconciliation, he weuld 
have been a great favourite with Mrs. 
| Baddeley. 


Lord. 
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Lord Barrymore, having alſo heard of 
Mrs. Baddeley's diſtreſs, called upon her 
no, for the firſt time, apologizing for 
his viſit ; and ſaid, his motive in waiting 
on her was, to know if he could be of 
any ſervice to her in her ſubſcription. 
His Lordſhip's viſit, however, was not 
ſolely on that ſcore ; he took the oppor- 
tunity of this interview, to declare a paſ- 
ſion for her, which, he ſaid, he had en- 
deavoured to ſmother for years ; that, he 
was ſorry for the occaſion that brought 
him there, but happy in the opportu- 
nity it gave him of opening his mind to 
her. Mrs. Baddeley thanked his Lord- 
ſhip for the honour he had done her, 
in noticing her ſituation; ſaid, ſhe could 
not but own, ſhe was under embarraſſ- 


bi ments; 
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ments; but, that thoſe embarraſſments 
would not drive her to an act of that i im- 
prudence, as to liſten to ſuch things, as 

his Lordſhip was pleaſed to ſay, from a 
married man: that, diſtreſs led her to an 


attachment with Lord Melbourne; but, 
that ſhe repented it ever after; and waͤs 
never truly happy in his company, 


(though he had done all in his power to 
make her ſo) and, that from an opi- 
nion, it was a cruelty to his Lady. 
Now, my Lord,” continued ſhe, 
this is your caſe ; youu have an amiable 
„ wife at home, and I am perſuaded, 
„ ſhe does not deſerve this treatment 
« from you.” „ Nonſenſe !” replied 
his Lordſhip, do you forget Lady 
1 Barrymore, as I do at preſent; and 
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ce you alone ſhall be mine for ever.“ 
© No, my Lord,” returned ſhe, & I am 


determined to be upon my guard in 


4 future; and, if I do err, not to err ſo 


< as to give pain to any married lady.“ 


His Lordſhip expoſtulated, but to no 
purpoſe 3 for ſhe would not hear any 


thing on the ſubject; ſo he took his 


leave, and never called upon her after- 
wards. 

Count Belgioſo, the Imperial Mini- 
ſter, had always reſpectfully noticed 


Mrs. Baddeley in public, during her 


affluence, but never called on her till 


now. He came in company with one 
of the foreign Ambaſſadors, and paid 


her a morning viſit ; behaved with great 


politeneſs 


* 
4 * 
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politeneſs and attention, and ſaid, he 
would, with her permiſſion, wait on her 
| again. She thanked him for the ho- 
nour he conferred on her, and ſaid, ſhe 
e e e die. le fy 
quently called afterwards, but his viſits 
were merely ceremonial. OY 


Mr. Foote was at this time one of her 
_ conſtant viſitors, and always came to {ee ; 

her, when he had ſomething new to in- 
| form her of ; and many agreeable hours 
have we paſſed in bis company, he be- 
ing always on a. footing of friendſhip 
with her, till his death. Mr. Coleman, 
who ſucceeded him, at the theatre, was 
no leſs attentive to her, and offered her- 
his ſervice upon all , occaſions 3 as did 
„ alſo 
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| alſo Mr. Cumberland, 5 author of the 


Teſt Indian, and Mr. Hugh Kelly, au- 
thor of Falſe Delicac). We ſaw- theſe 
gentlemen two or three times a week, 


and Mrs. Baddeley ſaid, it was their in- 


tereſt that induced authors to keep in 
with her, that ſhe might exert herſelf i in 


any part they might write for her; and, 


that it was a cuſtomary thing in Paris, 
for all writers for the theatres, to court 
the favour of the performers. Mr. Kelly 
met us a day or two afterwards, at A 
maſquerade at Ranelagh, in the charac- 


ter of a butcher; and though unknown 
to me, was conſtantly ym; hold of 
me, ſaying, What is a © butcher 
& without his Seel?“ With Mr. Kelly, 
we were ä favoured with Mr. 
9912 N _ , 
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Day's company, now Sir John Day, 


who was knighted on going to the Eaſt- 


Indies. He ſung a good ſong, and was 


very entertaining., This gent|eman was. 


a, very cloſe attendant on Mrs. Badde- 


ley, knew how to plead his cauſe with 


| ſucceſs, and may be accounted as one of. 


her favourites. He exerted himſelf 
a e * : 
upon all occaſions to ſerve her, where. 


money was not in queſtion ; and, I be- 


heve, if he could have ſpared it, would. 
have accommodated her with any ſun 
the wanted; but he was an expenſive 


man, with a ſmall income, and being 


ambitious of keeping the firſt company, 
made an appearance accordingly. Mr. 


Day was a patriot, and frequently came 


to. ſee us, in company with Mr. Wilkes, 
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but not ſuch a patriot as Mr. Sayer 3 


for, we always confidered him as a well- 


meaning liberal man. In this general 
deſertion of Mrs. Baddeley's former 
friends, Colonel St. John, who married 


Miſs Bab Blay don, ſiſter to Lady Eſſex, 
waited frequently upon her ; and, had: 
he not been an intimate friend of Lord 
Ooleraine's, would probably have ſhar- 
ed her favours; for, he was one of her 
admirers, and a gentleman ſhe thought | 
well of. As to Mr. Gin, who was once 


fo great a favourite, he was not noticed: 
by ber after this period, which gave 


him great pain, as the many letters he 


wrote to her will- teſtify ; but, ſhe was. 


deaf to his entreaties, and inacceſſible 3 


x to bis 5 the flrongeſt proof, 


I think, 


IF 
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think, of the fickleneſs of her diſpoſi- 

tion ;. as he had never done any thing to 
offend her, and had parted with her, the 
laſt time they were together, in- the. beſt 
and moſt affectionate terms. | 

But, among all thoſe who honoured 
ber with their notice, I omitted to men- 

tion his, Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Cumberland: before his marriage, he fre- 
quented a houſe, at the corner of Tavi- 
ſtock- ſtreet, in Southampton - ſtreet, Co- 
vent-garden, known by the name of ther 
Dunk's. Head Tavern. From this houſe: 
| his Royal Highneſs ſent one. day a man, 
whoſe name Was Davis, with his reſpe&t— 
ful compliments to Mrs. Baddeley, and; 
requeſted the favour of being permitted: 
A to 
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to wait on her; or; if fhe works indulge 
him by coming to him there, he ſhould: 


think himſelf obliged. Her anſwer was, 


„ Go and tell the Duke to fend for 
Lady Groſvenor; I wonder at his im- 
« pudence, in ſending for me to a ta- 
©& vern; and as to ſeeing. him at my 
« houſe, I am too much engaged to re- 
4c ceive his viſits.” I can take upon 
me to ſay, that ſhe- never received ſuch 
an application, or meſſage from any one 
before, and ſhe was fo afftonted at it, 


that ſhe ſaid, ſhe would take an oppor- 


tunity to tell him ſo, the firſt time ſhe 
met him in public. However, when. 
her reſentment cooled, he thought. no 
more of it. ; 
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About this time Mrs, Baddeley was 
taken ill, and ſent for Dr. Turton, of 
whom ſhe had the higheſt opinion; but 
fhe was- very unwilling: to take medi- 
eines, and 1 mention this, to introduce 
ths following anecdote, in order to ſhev: 
the danger many a patient is in, from the 
unſkilfulneſs and inattention of apothe- 
caries. Dr.. Turton knowing Mrs. Bad-- 
deley's averſion to phyfic,. made a point, 
when he attended her, of always ſeeing 
her take the medicines he preſcribed z. 
for he ſaid, and ſaid juſtly, that it was 
not his viſits that would effect a cure, 
nvleſs ſhe took what he recommended. 
This gentleman is certainly a good phy- 
fician, and always did her more good 
than any other phyſician ſhe. applied to: 
. One 
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One day, however, he preſcribed: ſome 
draughts,. very diſagreeable to take; ſhe 
took one, and faid, it was ſo nauſecus 
that ſhe would never. take another M but 
on his next viſit, he bade the nurſe 
give him one, and pouring it out in a 
tea- cup, begged. her to take it, ſayings 
ſhe might take a dozen of them with 
fafety, and he was certain it would do 
her good. She told him, that the one 
ſhe had taken, had ſo diſagreed with her, 
that ſhe could take no more. To per- 
ſuade her however to it, he ſaid, © If you 
&. will take one, L,will take another, and 
« this purely to urge you to it, convinc- 
4e ed that it will. not hurt you, but be of 
& ſervice. * Well,“ returned ſhe, on 

9 theſe, l will”? ” He. immer 
diately. - 


* 
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diately drank off one, and ſhe the other. 
In two hours after this, ſhe was worſe 


than ever, and ſo bad as to be obliged = * 


to ſend for the doctor again. He was 
fo ill, that he could not attend her, and 
begged the draughts, that were left, 
might be ſent to him. Our man carried 
chem, and brought back a freſh pre- 


feription;, which, gave her eaſe. The 
next day, Doctor Turton came, and told 


her of the miſtake that had happened, 
cowing to the apothecary; or his man; 
chat che draughts which were made up. 
for her, had been ſent to another per- 


for, and thoſe deſigned for that perſon, 
were ſent to her, and it was a bleſſing 
it turned out no worſe. © ] ſoon found 


out this miſtake,” faid the doctor, 
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cc for, I had not left you an hour, be- 
e fore I was taken ill myſelf, and could 
„ not attend any one of my patients. 
ce Had they been ſent to che perſon they 
ce were deſigned for, it would certainly 
de have killed him; and fo,” continu- 
ed he, I told the apothecary, whom 
«] reprimanded ſeverely ; and it will be 
« a caution to me in future, not to take 
« draughts again unneceſſarily, but 
© be more circumſpect reſpecting what 
f ce. I order. It is by ſuch blunders, that 
2 many lives are loſt. How forcibly 
is this ridiculed and laſhed, in tlie no- 
vel of Modern Times, which J have men- 
tioned before; and when J read the 
many ſtories of this kind, told to ſhew 
the ignorance and inattention of medical 


practitioners, 
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praftitioners, it brought {his « circum- 
ſtance ſtrongly to my mind, and I could 
not but ſubſcribe to the juſtneſs of the 
author's ſatire. Mrs. Baddeley ſaid, ſhe 
was ſorry ſhe was the cauſe of Dr. Tur- 
ton's illneſs, but flattered herſelf, it 
would, in the end, turn out to the good 
of hundreds; as it would put him more 
upon his guard, - with reſpect to the ins 
rj rr of _—_ 


Dredduy, when Mr. Sayer was with 


her, he aſked her, if ſhe was inclined to 
have a houſe in London; if ſhe was, 
and would permit him to find her one, 
it ſhould coſt her no rent. 'She replied; 


i it was agreeable to him, ſhe had no 5 
objection. He came the next day and 


5 y | | told 
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told ker, there” was ja igogd houſe in 
Cleveland row, St. James's, in which 
Lady Rich lived, and Which belonged 
to Lord Delawar, and wiſbed cher to: go 
and ſee it. She went, and liking the 
houſe and fituation, he took it imme- 
diately. It was a large handſome build- 
ing, and the rent two hundred guineas 
a Year. He wiſhed me o cake it in 
my name, leſt it ſhould get abroad to 
his diſadvantage ; ; but, that he would 
Pay. the rent. I did not like to do this, 
ſaying, it was in the verge of che Court, 
where ſhe ſhould be in no fear of the 
bailiffs; that, if Told not take it, ſue 
would, which ſhe ſaid .wauld be the 


ame (thing. My objections areſe from 


an 
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an unwillingneſs to live under the ſame 


roof with him, and ſo I told her; but 


ſhe found a way to bring me over, by 


faying, that if 1 was diſſatisfied, ſhe 
would never ſee him more. I am weak 
enough to acknowledge, when not in- 
ſtantly oppoſed, I can be won to any 
thing. Tf you muſt live with this 
ce man,” faid I to her, © and the houſe 


« is to be taken, I will engage it my- 


< ſelf; for 1 will keep to my reſolution 


« of never being obliged to any con- 


c nexions of your's, though my advice 
<« 1s not to think of it: we have but 
e juſttaken a reſolution to abridge our 


c expences, and are now encreaſing 
e them again.” That was,” replied 


ſhe, © when we had but. a ſmall proſ- 
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4 0 before us; but, Mr. Sayer has | 
„e fallen in my way lince, and has 
| c aſſured me, that he will not only pay : 

„the rent of this houſe, and the ex- 

«© pence of houſe-keeping, but every 


debt I owe, and provide for me, in a 
© manner that - will make me happy; of 
«© courſe the caſe is different. 7-4 doubted 


whether this was in his power; and, if 


in his power, whether he would be ſo 


inclined. ©. Beſides,” added I « Mr. 
4 Sayer is ſuch a Wilkite, that when 
& your friends know he is one of your 
6 viſitors, they will inſtantly forſake 


% you.” She faid, they ſhould never 
know it ; and, if they did, what need 


the care for the world, if ſhe was bappy ? 
That Mr. er was not only a gentle- 


man, 
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man, but a man of buſineſs, and would 


hok into her affairs, and ſettle them; 
and, that his being Sheriff, would keep 


1 the bailiffs at a diſtance; for he had or- 
dered the under-ſheriff, if any writs | 
were out againſt her, to ſend him word 


of it. In ſhort, through her perſua- 
fions, I took the houſe, and agreed to 


pay Lord Delawar two hundred pounds 


a year for it, and to purchaſe a good 


f deal of handſome furniture, left by 
Lady Rich to his Lordſhip. We no 


ſooner took poſſeſſion of it, than Lord 
Cholmondeley made propoſals to Mrs. 


Baddeley (as I have hinted before); but 
the told him, ſhe could liſten to no 


one, that would not agree to pay her 


debts. He enquired what theſe amount- 
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ed to, and he would do it, for he was 
over head and ears in love. She told 
him, that ſhe ſcarce knew herſelf ; but 
would inform his Lordſhip the next day, 
if he would do her the honour to call on 
her. | He came the next day, and being 
told ſhe owed between three and four 
thouſand pounds, it immediately cooled = 
his affection, and put an end to his pur- 
ſuit, and his viſits. 


The next applicant for her attaeh- 
ment was the little Jew, Mr. Franco, 
whom 1 have mentioned before. He 
waited on her; ſaid he had heard ſhe had 
deen under a cloud, and came to offer 
bis affiſtance, and would let her have as 
much money as ſhe wiſhed, This was 
ſäaid 
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faid privately to herſelf; and on her aſk- 
ing him, what reward he expected for 


it, he replied, oniy ſuch a return as ſhe 
had in her power to grant, and ſhe miglit 


have as many thouſands as ſhe pleaſe; | 


« for, dow I be ſo leedle a man,” fait 


he, I can buy all your Lords, and 


ce have lofed you many a year; tell me 
« den; how moſh monies you do owe, 
5 « and I vill pay dem all.” „I am 
ce fure.you-will not,” returned ſhe, * fo: 
ec 'tis.in vain to mention it.“ „ vill. 


ce. upon my honour,” ſaid he; © dere- 


«- fore tell me, how moſh monies. vill 


« do.” „ Four thoufand pounds,” 


cried ſhe. © Vore touſand pouns ! dat 


e be grate monies indeed?” replied Mr. 


Mordecai, Did. not I lay,” ſaid Mrs: 


H 3 Baddeley, 
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Baddeley, & that if I told you, you 
« would not pay it, though you declar- 
« ed upon your honour that you would? 
« Yes,” replied he, ec boat 1 could not 


© conceive you could owe ſo moſh: 
© yore touſand pouns! O Lord, dat is 


© a monſhtruous ſoam indeed; it is as 
ce moſh as. would buy an eſhtate vor 
6c loife.” In ſhort, as this ſum fright- 


ened Lord Cholmondeley, ſo it fright- 
ened away the little Jew's love; and, 
he took his leave, with ſaying; he was 


forry his fortune would not admit of his. 
doing i it. And after this, we never ſaw: 
any more > of him. a” 


| Mr. Sayer did not live in Cleveland- 
row with * but viſited us daily, and 
* 


* 


frequently brought his friends there to 


dine with him, who appeared: to be 
trencher-friends, for they. lived as it 
were upon him; and, he entertained 
them chiefly with beef-ſtakes, which he 
would broil himſelf, on the dining- room 
fire; a ſtile of living we had not been 
uſed to, and it made ſuch a-ſtink and 


dirt, chat I was ready to gp diſtracted: 


and, the converſation of theſe people 


ran in invectives againſt the Royal 


Family, whom they were pleaſed to 
ſpeak fo ill of, that I. have often left the 
room with anger; and, thought they 


deſerved a halter for their diſaffection. 


His whole party was equally violent, 
and convinced me, that theſe men, Who 
call themſelves Patriots, have not a 


grain 


„ 
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grain of real love for their country: 
However, he paid great attention to 
Mrs. Baddeley, and in a little time, be- 
came. maſter of her heart. She proved 
with child by him, went her time, and: 
was brought to bed of a ſon, whom ſhe 
called .. Stephen Sayer,, which 1 ſhall 
ſpeak more of hereafter. During the 
time of his connexion with her, ſhe ſhut 
herſelf up, and would ſee no one but 
| his friends: indeed, all- her former ones 
deſerted her; for, as Mrs. Baddeley's 
great weakneſs was that, of telling 
every thing ſhe heard, they thought it: 
dangerous to viſit. her; leſt this red-hot 
patriot ſhould get hold of any thing: 
they might drop in converſation with: 
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her, and might put improper conſtruc- 
tions upon i i, 


When Mrs. Baddeley lay in, DoQor 
Hunter attended her, at my defire ; Mr. 
Sayer being then imprifoned in the 
Tower, on a charge of high treaſon, by 
Captain Richardſon ; and, at this time, 
he told us the following ſtory. He faid, 
he was phyſician to a noble family, 
whoſe daughter, a ſweet young lady, of 
Dxteen, had been feduced by a young 
nobleman who frequented the houſe, 
and was unfortunately with child; that . 
the matter was kept a ſecret from all, 
but her maid and him, whom ſhe made 
42a oonfidante in the buſineſs 3 that, the 
carried on the deception till the time of 

-. 
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her lying by, complaining of a pain in 
her bowels; and abſolutely kept her bed 


four months, that the alteration of her 


perſon might not be noticed. Out 


of compaſſion to this young lady,” 


ſaid the Doctor, I was induced to fa- 


bc your the deception, but requeſted, 


6 when her labour came on, that ſhe 
&« would not. cry out; as I would not 


* have it known, that 1 carried on ſuch 


«a matter clandeſtinely, for a thouſand 
„ guineas. I adviſed her to complain, 
« « cecafionally, of the cramp in her ſto- 


mach, which would be a plea for 


0 ſending for me ſuddenly, when her 


* pains came on. She followed my di- 
rections 1 in this, and I was with her at 


<& the critical juncture. For God's ſake, 
. Miſs, 


Ms. SoPHia BADDELEY., 
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« Miſs,” ſaid I, © make no noiſe; but 


" ſhe bawled out, © I will make a noiſe, 


for I can't help it.“ And though I 
© begged her, on my knees, to ſmo- 


© ther her pains, and be ſilent, leſt we 


“ ſhould be all expoſed; ſhe began 
6 ſhrieking and ſcreaming in the moſt 


« violent manner; breaking out at in- 


« tervals, © I will make a noile, and 


* cry out, in ſpite of the Doctor! — 


«© Theſe cries brought my Lady, her 
6 mother, into the room, and the whole 


c ſecret was out. I never, continued 


he, “ was ſo frightened in my life, and 


93 vowed, from that minute, 1 would 


* never keep any woman's ſecret a- 
C gain” 
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That 1 may not be ſuppoſed to injure 


the character of Mr. Sayer, by ſaying 
that he was diſaffected to the preſent 


Royal Family, I will tell che reader, 


that by the death of Mrs. Ann Harding, 
in May, 1786, widow of John Harding, 
Efq. of Charter-houſe, Honiton, in 
Somerſetſhire, and who had been She. 
riff of that county, I became poſſeſſed 

of ſundry papers, and, among the reſt, a 
parcel of letters written to him by Mr. 


Stephen Sayer, of which the following 


is a copy, of part of one of them. 


| London, 23 March, 1771. 
„ OY 
« We are likely to have ſome 

<< ſerious matters, of the political kind, 
> | -* ae 


ec 
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« ere long. Wilkes has brought the 


« Commons into a damnable dilemma, 
« by attacking his two old friends, the 


— 


«© K—g, and Lord Halifax. I hope 


te there remains ſome ſpirit of Engliſh- | 
men among us, which will ſoon blaſt 
60 


the men who are ſtriving to ruin this 
0 great kingdom. That you and I may 
live to ſhare the ſpoils of thoſe raſ- 
« cals, and be rewarded with what we 
ce really merit, is my ardent wiſh, when 
J bid you adieu 
"> « Your's moſt ceſpeRtfully, 

ce Stephen Sayer,” 


One evening, we went to Hammer- 
ſmith, and meant to ſtay there all night, 
but Mrs. Baddeley ſuddenly altering her 
nv x: -- a 
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mind, was determined to return to town. 
It was then ten o'clock at night, in the 
ſummer time ; we accordingly ſent our 
ſervant to the King of Bohemia's Head, 
where our carriage ſtood, - and ordered 
our coachman to bring it; he ſent word, 
the horſes were littered up, and he ſhould 
not take them out that night. This 
| angered us much, and, late as it was, I 
begged ſhe would accompany me, and 
I would anſwer for it, ſhe ſhould have 
the coach. She went with me, and 
when we came to the inn; I entered the 
tap-room, where our coachman was, and 
aſked, with a loud voice, © Where is this 
4 fellow, that dare refuſe to bring our 
« coach when we order him? He ſtood 
up, but ſaid nothing; on which, I bade 
: | Cw 
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him directiy put the horſes to, for I 
would have the carriage immediately. 
He grumbled, went to the ſtable, and 
returned, ſaying he had loſt the key: 
at this I went, and with my foot burſt 
open the door. Now, Sir, ſaid I, 
« harneſs the horſes, and take them 


= out.“ He did it, but very ſlowly, and 


on this, I gave the hoſtler a ſhillmg to 
aſſiſt him, and the carriage was ſoon 

brought to the door of the inn. I then 
called to Mrs. Baddeley, begged her ta 


get into the coach, and leave me to ma- 


nage the fellow. She got in, and the 


coachman was ready to get upon his 


box. Where is my phaeton harneſs? 

ſaid I to him. In the ſtable, Madam,” 

replied he. Give me your whip,” re- 
14 turned 


i 


—— ehm I I : * n 
1 jib rere HE 


20⁰ TRE Memos or i 


turned I. te * go and fetch it, I ſhall 
e want it in town to-morrow.” He 
gave me his whip, and went to the ſta- 
ble for it; and whilſt he was gone, I 
mounted the box, and drove off the 
coach, as faſt as the horſes could gallop, 
not to our houſe at Hammerſmith-hope, 
but to the George at Chiſwick, where I 
ſtopped, arid got into the coach. The 
_ maſter of the houſe. hearing a carriage 
ſtop, came out. I told him J had ſent 
our coachman, who drove us there, back 
to our houſe on buſineſs, and begged hini 
to put up the carriage in ſome place 
here it could be locked up, and give 
| me the key, and to take care of · the 
horſes for that night. He did fo, gave 
me the key, and ſaid 1 might depend 
| 5 on 
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en his care of then. I then ordered a 
poſt- chaiſe, and we went to town. The 


next morning Mr. P. called, witk 1 


« Well, ladies, I hear you- have turned 
«_ coachmen !”. © Yes,” replied I, 


s and that fellow of your's ſhall no more 


« drive us, for his impudence. —— 


« Where is the coach ſaid he. Safe 


*. enough,” replied I, * where you will 
ee never ſee it again. You thought 


« proper to take the . carriage from us,. 


& very utjuſtifiably, and no it is in my 


* poſſeſſion again, I mean to Keep it, and - 
not pay you any thing for che uſe of 
*. iti“ He ſaid he would ſhortly-convince 


us to the contrary, and: left us. Mrs. 
Baddeley was pleaſed beyond meaſure, 
5 nn had done; and a commiſſion 
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of 6 being taken out a few 
x days after, againſt Mr. -P. put an end to 


his connections with us. We had now 


many debts to encounter withs as thoſe 
who had ſued him for his. notes, given 
in behalf of Mrs. Baddeley, called upon 
her for payment; for when his commiſ- 
fon took place, there were debts unpaid; 
to the amount of one thouſand ſeven 
hundred pounds: ſome of her creditors 
indulged her. with time to pa them 5 
ethers took. out writs: againſt her, which 
Mr. Sayer, by virtue: of his office, pre- 
| vented being ſerved ; and our houſe be- 

ing in the verge of the. court, we were 
tolerably at eaſe-. 
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ce quaints his dear love, that he has 


«taken the liberty of ſending to Mr. 
. Reynolds, who writes, that there are 


e. tN] O writs out againſt her 3 ; one by | 
« Laws. He begs Mrs. B., would not 
« think of. Soing to the maſquerade to- 


« night: he vill come to her about; 


eleven o clock, and ſpend the evening 
| ® 2 her. 1442 aua 1. 2113 23771. ras 
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Mr. Sayer having directed his Deputy 
Sheriff always to ſend him word, when 
any writs were out againſt Mrs: Badde- 
ley, the following note proves this * 


— . n 
* ad” . 4 4 V : N 3 "- 5 ü 
* vo we . 580 — F 7 * 
2 . 9-02.45 — 


| the fiage, the applauſe from all parts of 
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+. If Mrs. B. has three tickets tos 


& ſpare, Mr. S. begs ſhe will om 
+ 8 dh COR | | 


The day now red, when Mrs. 


| Baddeley was to play for Miſs Young z 


and Mr. Sayer, leſt ſhe ſhould meet with 
any iriterruption-or affront from- bailiffs, 
deterniinzd to go with ker; as by giving 


lim the writs, when in her company, he 


mould be fixed with them, and ſhe 
would remain unmoleſted; and 1 took 


good care to have a number of Mrs. . 
'Baddeley's friends preſent to applaud her; | 
in order to bring about an engagement. 


When ſhe made her appearance upon 


the . 
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the houſe, was ſo great 20 ſo loud, that 
it was more than ten minutes before ſhe 
could begin. She played her part well; 
and was applauded at every pauſe ſhe 

made. Mr. Garrick was preſent, and 
came to me, and ſaid. he was happy to 
fee her ſo well received, and continue fo 
great a favourite with the town. You 
< muſt prevail with her,” added hej 
« to return to us; It is an eaſy matter 
cc for my to do it, if you will.“ „No, 
e Sir,” replied I; * the matter is not 
« ſo ** as you imagine, for ſhe has 
« taken a diſlike to the ſtage ; and, no- 
<« thing but a wiſh to ſerve Miſs Young 
«© in her embarraſſed ſituation, would 
have induced her to have performed 
„ now.” He ſaid, he would give her 
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an advanced falary ; that, before ſhe had 
enly fourteen guineas a week, and found 
her own cloaths but, now he would 
give her the ſame ſum, and find her 
cloaths agreeable to her own choice, I 


told him, I would do all in my power to 


perſuade her, but could not promiſe him 


fucceſs. He preſſed me much upon 


this ſudject, and begged he might hear 


from me in a day or twe. | 


Az ſoun as the play was over, Mr. 
Sayer begged her to accompany him into 


the front boxes, where there was a ſcat 
or two vacant, by ſome perſons going 


away; for the houſe had been as full 


as it could hold (pit and boxes lin 
together)... Miſs Young thanked. her for 
8 her 


her kindneſs „and invited us to ſupper; 
but we declined. Her going into the 
front-boxes with Mr. Sayer, ſhewed her 


friends' who it was ſhe then noticed, 


which hurt her much in their opinion, 


Mr. Sayer was not liked by them, and 


he took no ſmall Pains to convince the 
public, that he was in her eſteem, by 


converſing with her the whole. time, 
taking hold of her hand, and handing 
her through all her friends, from the 
box to her carriage, where he got in 


with her, and attended her home. I 


was with Mr. Garrick, and had ſent her | 
word not to wait for me, as I would re- 
turn 1n a chair. Mr. Garrick told me, 
| he had heard from a gentleman, that 


there were bailiffs at every door, waiting 
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to arreſt Mrs. Baddeley and me. I told 


him, they might arreſt her, but coukd 
not arreſt me; unleſs it was for a note 
'of two hundred pounds, which 1 had 
given jointly with Mr. P. to diſcharge a 


debt ſhe owed. Mr. Garrick ſaid, that 


the attorney was with the bailiffs, and 
if I wiſhed it, he would go and enquire 
into it. He did, and brought me word 
it was for two hundred pounds. Now,” 


aid Mr. Garrick, “ if you will do as 1 


cc 


direct you, you will get away ſafe; 
« which is, to dreſs yourſelf in a ſuit of 
« men's cloaths. There is a ſuit in 


. which the 1riſþ Widow is performed; 


& ] fancy they will fit you, and I would 
* have you put them on,” I took his 
n advice, 


advice, dreſſed myſelf in them, (they 


fitted me well,) clubbed my hair, took 


a ſword in my hand, and walked through 


them all undiſcovered: when out of the 


houſe, I ran for it, and met with no in- 
terruption, but from ladies of the town, 


in the Strand, who laid hold of me, and 
J was obliged to fly to my pocket to 
diſengage myſelf. No coach or chair 
was to be got, and I was obliged. to 


walk home. When I reached my own 


houſe, being in good ſpirits, I knocked | 
at the door, and aſked for Mrs. Badde- | 


ley. My ſervant, who did not know 
me, ſaid ſhe was at home, but engaged, 
and could not be ſeen. | 
_ that my name was Conway, and I had 
ſome buſineſs from my brother to com- 
Vor. VI. K 


municate: 
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bo - . Tas age: or 
| municate : : 4 knew this was a name that 
would gain me admittance, and it did. 
I was ordered up into the drawing- 
room, where ſhe came to me, and I 
made my bow; but did not ſpeak 3 
word. She aſked me my buſineſs, and 
I laid hold of her: this fo frightened 
er, chat ſhe ſcreamed as for life ; io 
that the Sheriff ran up to her aſſiſtance, 
who in me found no rival, for he in- 
6 ſtantly knew me; and ſuch a laugh it 
occaſioned, that che ſudden tr anſition 
from fear to joy, almoſt overcame Mrs. 
Baddeley. When I related the ſtory, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould ever love Mr. Gar- 
rick for his attention ; and, when I told 


her of the propoſal he made for her _ 
turning d to o the ene, the ſaid, fe Send 
N him 
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4 him word, that I will play for him, 
6c purely for his kindneſs to you.” 


Having thus prevailed on Mrs. Bad- 
deley to return to her profeſſion, I was 
unwilling ſhe ſhould ſubmit to the ar- 
bitrary diſpoſition of Mr. Garrick ; and 
wiſhed her to ſee whether ſhe could 
get an engagement at Covent-garden. 
For, Mr. Garrick, though a polite man 
in other reſpects, from an idea that a 
manager muſt either ride, or be ridden, 
was a very tyrant behind the ſcenes : ſhe - 
ſaid, therefore, ſhe would ſound Mr. 
Harris, the manager of Covent-garden 
Theatre; and, if ſhe found him diſpoſ- 
ed to engage, the ſhould be able to 
make better terms with Mr. Garrick. 
Ta 


112 Trz Muolks or 


She wiſhed me, therefore, to call on Mr. 
Harris, which I did, and not ſeeing 
him, I left a note, ſaying Mrs. Badde- 


ley begged to ſpeak with him. He po- 
litely called on her the next day; when 


ſhe told him, ſhe had ſome little incli- 


nation of playing again, and was de- 


ſirous of conſulting him upon the occa- 
ſion. He was happy, he faid, to hear 


that ſhe was of that mind, and if agree- 
| able to her, would engage her for the 


next ſeaſon; as the preſent one, being 
too much advanced, the parts filled up, 
and the benefits coming on, would 


not be worth her notice. Mr. Harris, 
like the reſt of mankind, in this viſit, 
was ftruck with Mrs. Baddeley, could 
not help expreſſing his ſentiments 
on 
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on the occaſion, and ſtaid with her two 
hours. He called once or twice after 
this; but her engaging with Mr. Gar- 
rick, as will be ſhewn, put an end to 
his viſits; for, as J was fearful, that de- 


laying the engagement might alter her 


mind, I faid, I would apply to Mr. 
Garrick, as not acting till the next 
ſeaſon, would be only | loſing of time. 
The next morning, therefore, I ſent to 


him, and he was preſently with us; 


when taking Mrs. Baddeley by the hand, 
ſald, 4c Vou beautiful Run- away, why 
60 did you leave us? The terms were 
again repeated, on which ſhe was fo: 
play; and after expreſſing himſelf happy 


in having her again, he left us. Mrs. 
Baddeley ſaid, ſhe could have cried for 


K 3 JOY» 
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joy, _ find herſelf ſo well received by 


all her old friends. Now, Mrs. Steele, 


you ſhall ſee,” ſaid ſhe, © I will re- 


e turn to my . buſineſs, and will be 
% happy with Mr. Sayer and you,” — 


Mr. Sayer was pleaſed with this en- 


gagement, and more particularly, as 
Mr. Garrick ſolicited it himſelf; which 
would give her an opportunity of keep- 


ing him 1 in order. I loſt no time, but 


went to Mr. Garrick the next day, and 
haſtened the engagement; I breakfaſted 
with him, and he ſent for his attorney, 


and ordered the agreements to be in- 
ſtantly prepared, ſaying, he had ſome 
new pieces coming out, in which ſhe 
would ſhine. . 


1 
* 
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In a ſhort time after | this, ſhe appear- 
ed again upon the ſtage; but the atten- 
tion Mr. Sayer paid her in public, kept 


4 WN 


every former friend from her, but ſuch 
as could be introduced to him, which 
were not perſons of faſhion ; ſo that none 
| of thoſe who uſed to call upon her, ever 
left their names, or ſpoke-to her in pub- 
lic; for ſhe was never abroad without 
him. Lady Townſhend, however, took 
the liberty to ſend to Mr. Sayer, to re- 
queſt the uſe of his gold chain, to go to 
a maſquerade in, as her dreſs required 


ſuch an ornament, and he lent it to her. 
We went alſo to this entertainment, and 
© Mr. Sayer appeared in the character of 
Mungo. He obſerved to Mrs. Badde- 
ley, as Lady Townſhend paſſed him, 
that 
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chat ſhe was the only woman, except 
herſelf, chat he had any partiality for; 
and that, if it was poſſible, he would de- 
corate | his Lordſhip's 8 temples with ſome 
curled ornaments. "a F or,” : added he, 
"x will be only tit for tat, as Lord 
DE ownſhend was treacherous and baſe | 
*. enough to rob his fon Lord Ferrers, 
e of his Lady.” | Mrs. Baddeley took ; 
Lord Townſhend's part, and ſaid, 
was a proof t that. ſhe liked the other 4 
by marrying him. © But,” added ſhe, 
2 if you run after Lady Townſhend, 1 
* will go and ſe my Lord; and then 


1 ſhall be eyen with you.” 


On our return home from this mal 
4 querade, we were told, that 2 lady had 
| been 


Ms. SopHIA BADDELEY. 3 


been at our houſe, and . ſuch a 
noiſe and diſturbance at the door, that 
mne got a mob round her; and had it 
not been for my brother, who called to 
ſee me at the ſame time, all the win- 
dows would have been broken. This 
woman ſaid, ſhe was the wife of a gen- 
tleman whom Mrs. Baddeley kept from 
| her, and that he was then in the houſe. 
The ſtory fo enraged the mob, that 
they ſwore they would pull the houſe 
down, if ſhe was not let in. The maids 
declared there was no man in the houſe; 
but, when my brother came, he aſked 
her who her huſband was. She faid, - 
cc Mr. Sayer, the ſheriff.” « If you 
« are his wife, ſaid my brother, it 
« would be more prudent 1 in you to go 
| cc home, 
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home, than make ſuch a diſturbance 
9 the ſtreet, at this time of night. as 
She then began to abuſe him; and, as 
ſhe would not go away, he charged the 
| watch with her, and ſent her to the 
round-houſe ; and ſhe was, the next 
morning, bound over not to come to 
Cleveland: row again. This made Mr. 
Sayer ſtare not a little; he declared he 
was not married, and could not divine 
who the woman could be. In the morn- 
ing came my brother, and told us all 
that paſſed; ſaid, the woman called 
herſelf Mrs. Pearſon, and he found ſhe 
lived «in Berner s- ſtreet, Oxford- road, 
and had lived there ſix years in good 
credit, i in a houſe of her own: chat 
Mr. Sayer got acquainted with her at a 
time 


Mas. SopRIA BaDDELEY. 119 


time * was in great diſtreſs; that ſhe 
took him in, received him as. her huſ- 
band, and cloathed him ; that, ſhe had 
lent him money, and had fold out her 
little fortune to ſet him up as a banker, 
and could not get a ſingle guinea back; 
that he had ruined her, and now for- 
ſook her; ; and, that two gentlemen, who 
lived in the ſame ſtreet, came to her 
aſſiſtance, and were bound for her,— 

« She is a moſt violent woman,” conti- 
nued my brother, and ſtruck me ſeveral 
1 times, as I was going with her to the 
„ watch- houſe.” I obſerved to Mrs. 
Baddeley, that if Mr. Sayer had ſo ſerv- 
ed her, he was a villain; and I would 


tell him ſo, if he came in my way. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sayer, on being told of this, 
ſaid it was all lies, and Mrs. Baddeley 
believed him. He now propoſed 10 
find ſome means of ſettling her affairs, 
and aſked her permiſſion to wait on 
Lord Melbourne, and try what he could 
get from him. She conſented to this ; 
he went, and ſaw his Lordſhip ; and, as 
he reported to us, prevailed on him to 
advance her three hundred pounds, 
which ſum of money he appropriated to 
his own uſe; for Mrs. Baddeley never 
ſaw a ſhilling of it. He-went alſo to 
many of her friends, but what he got I 
never knew; for he kept the whole to 
himſelf, and did not pay a ſingle debt 
ſhe owed. During this connexion » he 
frequently requeſted Mrs. Baddeley to 

get 
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get ſome of his notes changed into 
money, which ſhe did by buying ſome 

trifle, ſuch as a pound ef tea, &c. and 
gave him the remainder. Mr. White, 
the tea-man, in Pall-Mall, changed a 
great many of them. Many a hundred 
pounds did we thus convert into caſn. 
Mrs. Baddeley's money was now gone, 
and ſhe did not know whar to do, as ſhe 
was unwilling. to aſk him for any. I 
told her, he had lived on her long 
enough, and I ſaw no impropriety in 
doing it, I would have you aſk him,” 
ſaid I, «for fifty pounds of your own | 
© money, which he received of Lord 
cc Melbourne; that you have a right to, 

« as he does not pay it away; for, I 
ce have no money to lend you, and how | 

Vol. VI, J. 
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ee the two hundred pounds will be paid, 
« for which the writ is out, God only 
© knows.” © Oh,” replied ſhe, © don't 
6: VE uneaſy about that ; Mr. Sayer ſays 
he will bail it.“ I told her, I would 
not accept his bail; and though I was a 


c 


fA 


married woman, and could get off from 
paying it, I was ſo ſick of law, that I 
would rather borrow the money, than 
not doit. I paid it in a few days after, 
and Mr. Sayer was angry, and ſaid, 1 
might have lent the money I borrowed 
to Mrs. Baddeley, and not have thrown it 
away ſo; fooliſhly. He then aſked me, 
how much Mrs. Baddeley owed me. I 
told him, when I ſaw he was diſpoſed, | 
and ready to pay me, I would let him 

know, but not till then; and aſked him, 
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if he would pay me any part out of 
what he received from Lord Melbourne. 
He was not pleaſed with this; and, I 
thereſore told him, as he did not ſeem. 
to make a good uſe of the money he had 
of her's, he had better give it to me, 
and I would diſpoſe of it for her; or if 
with that ſum, and any money he had to 
ſpare, he would pay off a bond I had of 
Mrs. Baddeley's, 1 would give her a re- 
ceipt for nine - hundred pounds, which 
ſhe owed me, beſides the bond. Will 
e you?” ſaid he. © Yes,” I replied, 
« this inſtant.” «© Well then,” return- 
ed he, «I will conſidei of it. —L 
told him, whether he paid or not, it was 
not very material, as I loved Mrs. Bad- 
deley; and did not aſk her for it; of 
OF covurſe 
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courſe it did not concern him. I went 
up to Mrs. Baddeley, who was then 
dreſſing, and acquainted her with it, and 
ſhe was of my opinion, that he had no. 
| buſineſs with any private concerns be- 
tween me and her. I adviſed her to aſk 
Sayer for ſome of the money he receiv- 
ed of Lord Melbourne; ſhe did, and 
his anſwer was, © I ſee, Mrs. Steele 
« has ſet you on to aſk this, but 
« ] ſhall not do it; I expect, ſhortly, 
« to get ſome more from other friends 
« of your's, and will keep this till T 
e can make up a pretty roynd ſum, and 
« pay it among your creditors : of courſe 


* 


I will not part with a guinea:” and 
herein he kept both his word and the 
money. 


1am 


Mus. SoPHIia BaDDELEY. 125 


1 am not able to expreſs, how diſa- 
greeable this man became to me. His 
want of attention, his mode of conduct, 
and his- manner of treating Mrs. Badde- 

ley, was ſo different to what ſhe and L 
| had experienced, that it quite ſickened 
me, who had nothing to do with him, 
but as an acquaintance... Mrs. Badde- 
ley, before ſhe knew him, was treated 
by all her faſhionable friends and ac 
quaintance, as, a perſon of their own 
rank; but this man. called and ordered 
her about, and bade her do this and that 
for him, as if ſhe had been. his ſervant. 
He uſed to ſay, that he hated. ſervants 
about his perſon; was affectedly nice, 
and would have no one to wait on him 
but her. = 
L 3 Mr. 
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Mr. P's s bankruptcy, : as I before ob- 
ſerved, brought many of Mrs. Badde- 
ley's creditors upon her; and ſhe had 
no reſources to apply to for payment, 
but the three hundred pounds Mr, Sayer 
got from Lord Melbourne, and which 
he would not part with. Several writs 
were, therefore, taken out againſt her, 
but Mr. Sayer bailed them all, and thus 
prevented her being arreſted ; ſo far in- 
deed he ſerved her: but, the expences 
of houſe- Keeping he bore no part of, 


and they were not ſmall. As her mo- 


ney, therefore, was gone, both ſhe and I 
were obliged to have recourſe to our 
cloaths, and fend them to the pawn-bro- 
ker's. We were fooh weary of this, and 
Mr, Sayer bringing his acquaintance 
5 5 often 


ff 
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often to dinner with us, I was forced to 


acquaint him with our ſituation, and 
ſay, that ſome alteration muſt take place, 


for J could ſupport the houſe no long 


er. He told me,. that he had a plan in 
view, which would make us both happy, 


and for the preſent gave me one of his 


twenty pound ſhop- notes, and begged 
me to get it changed, with a perſon 
who would not carry it immediately for 


payment, but where it was likely to 


circulate ; for, he took ſome pains to 


circulate ſuch notes, in order to eſtabliſh 
the credit of his banking-houſe, which 
he had lately opened. I ſent it to a 


friend of mine, who did not carry it for 


payment for ſome» time; this pleaſed 
him, and he ſaid, we ſhould have as 
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many more of them as we had occaſion 
for; provided we would contrive that 
they ſhould not be ſent immediately to 
his houſe, as he had a partner in the 
buſineſs, and was unwilling to draw out 


more money, on his own private account, 


than he could poſſibly avoid. 


As ſoon * Mr. Sayer found that his 


: pocket was touched, he took very great 
| liberties, and aſſumed a power in the 
| houſe he never thought of before; and 
in a few days told us, that to ſave ex- 


pences, he would hve wholly with us; 
&« and, 1 mean,“ ſaid he, © to ſleep 
t here to-night.” Mrs. Baddeley made 


no anſwer. Soon after he went out, 


when I ſpoke my mind freely to her, : 


and. 


* 
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and told her, I was determined, that if 
Mr. Sayer came to live with her, I 
would immediately leave her; for, 
though 1 owned it would be a hard taſk 
to part with. her, I would abſolutely do 
it, though it was at the ſacrifice of my 
happincſs. “ Do not,” ſaid ſhe, © my 
« dear Steele, fay ſo; for life to me 
& without you, will be not worth hav- 
&« ing. Beſides, my expences have 
& drawn largely upon your little pro- 
e perty, and I have no money no to 


« repay you. 1 confeſs,” continued: 


ſhe, © that I have a love for Mr. Sayer, 
* by whom I am now with child, and 
« as, owing to my partiality to him, I 
« have loſt all my friends, what would 
< be the conſequence, was I. to object 
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« to his living with me? He would 


© certainly leave me, and I ſhould be 
* more diſtreſſed than ever; for good- 
«© neſs ſake, then, reconcile yourſelf to 
« his coming here, and let us live hap- 
„ pily together.“ Never,“ returned 


I, let the conſequence be what it 


© will.” She cried, and ſo did Iz; but 
I had made up my mind on the occa-- 
fion, and was determined that nothing 
ſhould alter my reſolution. I told her, 


however, l would ſee ber as often as ſhe 


- pleaſed, and would be her friend when 


I was from her. Mr. Sayer kept his 


word, and ſtaid all night. I fat up, and 
the next morning aſked him, whether 


his intent was to reſide in the houſe. 


| « Certainly,” ſaid he, 6e it 18. cc Then, 


returned 
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returned I, © I ſhall leave it. 1 might 
he ſaid, if I pleaſed, for that was his 


home. He went to Mrs. Baddeley, and 
told her what had paſſed, which brought 
her to me; ſhe hung round my neck, 
and begged me not to think of going: 
but I was reſolved. Sayer joined us; 


„ And how,” ſaid he, © have you two 


ladies ſettled it?” Mrs. Baddeley 
was unhappy, and told him her ſituation 
with me; that I had lent ber all the 
money 1 was poſſeſſed of, had ſold 
che little property 1 had, for her ſup- 
port, and had even parted with my 
cloaths for her maintenance. Well,“ 
replied he, © if the has, ſhe muſt, like 
a the reſt, fit down with the loſs.” — 
Ob, Mr. Sayer,” cried ſhe, © how 
| | « cruelly 
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« cruelly do. you treat me, in thus talk- 
© ing of my beſt friend, who has ruin- 


| d ed herſelf for my ſake; I would not 
| © wiſh to live, if ſhe is not with me!” 
All this, however, anſwered: little pur- 
; | "Poſe: I put on my hat and cloak; he 
| beld Mrs. Baddeley from interrupting 
mae, and ſaid, * If Mrs. Steele is fo 


| ** obſtinate, for heaven's ſake, let her 
1 ec go.“ I then ſaid, God bleſs you,” 

left the room, and the inſtant after, the 
houſe. Mr. Sayer ſtaid with her more 
than a fortnight, tc keep up her ſpirits, 
during which time ſhe ſent to me, two 

or three times. a day, in the moſt affec- 

| T6 tionate way, and hoped I would return, 

She grew ill, and ſo did I ; for my love 

for her rather encreaſed by my abſence, 
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n brought on a fever, and I kept my 
bed ſome days; the meaſles followed this, 
and rendered me unable to go abroad for 
ſome time. She alſo was confined to her 
bed, but as ſoon as ſhe was able to go 
out, came to ſee me, and again intreated 
I would return with her: my reſolution 
was unalterable ; I told her I ſhould be 
happy to ſee her at all opportunities, with- 
out him, and ſhould Mr. Sayer leave her, 
would return to her, but not- till then. 
This pacified her a little. She began | 
now to be ſenſible of my conſequence ; | 
ſaid, ſhe was always at a loſs how to act, 
and ſhould be an undone woman. I aſked 
her, if ſhe wanted any money; ſhe re- 
plied, that on the day I left her, ſhe 
You VE. Me had 
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had but eighteen-pence, and, that at 
that moment, ſhe was miſtreſs only of 
eight ſhillings. I put ten guineas into 
her purſe, and ſaid, when that was gone, 

ſhe knew where to come for more. She 
| wept at this, but ok it, and aſked me, 
as all her diamonds were gone, if I would 
give her a pair of paſte ear-rings, and 
other things to imitate taem, that ſhe 
might make a good appearance on the 
tage. 1 told her, I would, with plea- 
ſure, and purchaſed her every thing com- 
piete in this way, and of the beſt kind, 
to the amount of eighty-ſix pounds. 1 
paid her hoop-petticoat-maker four pounds 
twelve ſhillings, for ſtage hoops, and al- 
ways gave her a few guineas when ſhe 
5 came 


* 
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came to ſee me, or wrote me word that 
ſhe wanted it. My friends perſuaded me 


never to ſee her more; and, on an ex- 


pectation that I would not, advanced me 


a ſufficient ſum of money to furniſh two 


houſes, which I let, and thus enabled 


myſelf to aſſiſt her. 


Mrs. Baddeley was not, however, with 
all the love ſhe profeſſed for Mr. Sayer, 


more faithful to him than ſhe had been 
to Lord Melbourne; for, ſoon after I left 


her, ſhe became acquainted with Mr. 
George Edward Ramus, one of the 


| Clerks of the Treaſury; he profeſſed great 


things, talked largely of what he would 


do for her, and by perſuaſions won her 


over to his wiſhes. He was very fond 
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of her, took all opportunity of being 


with her, and though ſhe had no rea- 
ſon to complain of his affection, ſhe had 


of his liberality. He told her, how- 


ever, that he would do handſomely by 


, her, as ſoon as he was able; that he had 


the beſt expectations; chat the King was 
his godfather, took great notice of him, 


and did him the honour frequently to 


cloſet him, and that he ſhould be pre- 


ferred ſhortly, This gentleman, how- 
ever, like her former friends, preſently 
deſerted her, and ſhe had only to blame 


her own credulity, 


A clergyman, who uſed to viſit Mr. 
Sayer and me, was frequently at both 
houſes from him I learned, that Mrs. 

. Bad- 
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Baddeley would often declare herſelf un- 
der the higheſt obligations to me, and 


ſay how much ſhe loved me; but Sayer 


being diſpleaſed with it, ſhe could not 


talk of me in his hearing. This gentle- 


man told me, that he feared Mr. Sayer. 
intended ſome evil againſt me; for, he 
| often ſaid, if he could put an end to. 
Mrs. Steele's life, he ſhould be happy. 


What could ſtimulate him to this, I am 
at a loſs to ſay, unleſs it was, that I. 


objected to his living with Mrs. Bad- 
deley. However, when I heard of 
it, I wrote him a ſpirited letter, . charged 
him with breaking his oath- of office, 
and that I would make an example 
of him. This alarmed him much, and 
he was not eaſy till I was reconciled to 
M z him. 
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him. He came to me for this purpoſe; 


| with a friend, and ſent in his name, 
| ſaying, he had ſomething of moment to 


impart, and begged to ſee me; ] ſent 
word, he might then commit it to paper, 
for that I was engaged, and could not 


| ſee him. This would not do. + He muſt 
be me himſelf, and if 1 could fix the 


time, would call upon me again. To 
he, no further troubled with him, I ſaw 
him, in company with his friend, and 


_ aſked him, what he could poſſibly want 
with me. He told me, my letter not 


only ſurprized him, but alarmed him; 
and, rather than I ſhould be his ene- 


mx: he would make what conceſſions :& 


thought proper, for any ſuppoſed offoncn 
he might have given. To enter into 


— 
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all: the converſation between us, at this 
mdtervie w, would be far from entertain- 
ing to my reader; let it ſuffice to ſay, 
that I gave him to underſtand, that Mrs. 
Baddeley might date her downfall from 
the hour ſhe became acquainted with 
bim; that all her friends had deſerted her 
on his account, and that he did not ſeem 
diſpoſed to ſupport her, but with-held 
from her the little money he had of her's 
in poſſeſſion.; that, it was this gave me 
offence. z-that his being with her; had oc- 
caſioned-*R; ſeparation between us, and 
bad . divided me from all I held dear, 
He was ſorry, he ſaid, that his fondneſs 
and attachment to Mrs, Baddeley, ſhould 
be the occaſion of my unhappineſs ; z that 
I might ſtill be with her if I pleaſed, 
2 and 
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and that this ſeparation was: an act of my 
own. I told him, that 15 was too honeſt 
to carry a. double face ; that J difliked 
her connections with bim; that I de- 
teſted his principles; and, that I would 
not live under the ſame roof with him for 
the world; but, that if he would not 
trouble me, or think of me, I would ne- 
ver moleſt him. This ſeemed to quiet 
him, and we parted ; but he ſtill che- 
iſhed vengeance in his boſom, and de- 

clared, to a perſon from whom I heard it, 

that, whenever an opportunity offered,. he 

would be even with me. That opportu- 

nity, however, never offered, and of 
courſe, I was never troubled. with. 
him. 


| Mrs. 
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Mrs. Baddeley was with me as often 
as the could, and I lent her, at different 


times, a great deal of money. She came 


to me one morning, and aſked me for the 
loan of forty pounds. N ot ſuppoſing it 


was for her own uſe, I told her 1 had not 


ſo much by me. She was ſure, ſhe:ſaid, 


I had, and hoped I would oblige her. 
Tell me,” replied I, the ufe you 
« deſign it for, and 1 will go and bor- 
This, ſhe ſaid, ſhe could 
not do, as ſhe had paſſed her word'to the 
contrary. * Then,” returned I, you 


* row 46” 


« muſt excuſe my doing it; for I cannot 


Y « get wy pounds, without ſome diffi- 


„ culty.” Convinced the money was 
not for herſelf, but to ſerve her friend, 1 
| did not find myſelf diſpoſed to let her 


have 
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have it; for I had ſufficient uſe for all 
the money I was miſtreſs of; and though 
J would have ſtrained a point to ſerve ber, 
it did not follow, that I was to diſtreſs 

myſelf to ſerve her friend. She was a 
little hurt at this, and I did not ſee her 
for more than a month afterwards 3 as I 
would never go, where there was. a chance 
of meeting Mr. Sayer. 


In the foregoing part of this work, I 
promiſed to ſhew my reader, that Co- 


lonel Morgan, then Captain Morgan, got 
a rich wife, by accidentally becoming 
acquainted with Mrs. Baddeley, when 
ſhe was ſearching the ſtreets, at mid- 
night, for her cat. This gentleman called 

on 
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. 


on her frequently afterwards, and fhe in- 
troduced him to Mr. Sayer, with whom 
he became intimate. At Mr, Sayer's 
| houſe: in Oxford-ſtreet, he met with a 
young lady, an heireſs to a good eſtate 
and a perſonal property. of twenty thou- 
ſand pounds. She came on bufineſs to 
Mr. Sayer's banking-houſe, with an aunt, 
a woman of family and good fortune, 
under whoſe care ſhe was. Mr. Sayer 
cultivated an acquaintance with this fa- 
| mily, and, in a few months, married the 
aunt, introduced his: friend Captain Mor- 
gan, and he married the niece, The 
Captain was, in every ſenſe of the word, 
a gentleman, and I have always under- 
ſtood, made his lady happy; but Sayer, 

. © = was 
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vho married the old lady. for her money, 
declared as much; faid, he. abſobutely 
| bated her, and ſhould have ſhrunk from 
the alliance, but that. her fortune would 
fave hit from ruin. When he told Mrs. 
Baddeley this, it made her wretched; 
for ſhe loved him beyond meaſure; and 
his only plea in his defence was, that as 
ſhe was a married woman, and could 
never be his wife; arid as his affairs. were 
ſo embarraſſed, that he, ſhould be 
ruined without money, he thought he 
could not do a better thing than what 
he had done; particularly as it would 
enable him to give her every thing ſhe 
wiſhed, $0244 
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This marriage of Mr. 8 55 fo af- | 
fected Mrs. Baddeley, who was then 

big with child by him, that ſhe became 
- low-ſpirited, and kept her bed. Mr. 
Sayer now took a houſe for her, at twen- 
ty-five pounds a year, in a by-ſtreet, ad- 
joining Rathbone-place, in order to be 
near him and to ſave expences; here 
ſhe removed, and being much alone, 
the fell into a hypochondriac ſtate, and 
could not bear the day-light, nor the 
light of a candle; nor dare the nurſe 


have any fire, on account of the light, 
nor make the leaſt noiſe. At this time 
ſhe had not a month to go, and was ſo 
al, that ſhe could neither eat, drink, 
nor ſee any one but Doctor Hunter, 
who attended ber daily. By Mr, Sayer” * 

Vol., VI, 3 mar- 
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marriage with this lady, he was ena- 
bled to make a very good appearance, 
but his generoſity Aid not abound to 
poor Mrs. Baddeley. I was out of 
town at this juncture, and did not hear 
of her illneſs. On my return, Doctor 
Hunter called on me, acquainted me 
with the ſtate of Mrs. Baddeley's mind 
and health, and the danger he thought 
her in; and ſaid, was I to go and ſee 
her, it might reſtore her; for, at inter- 
vals, ſhe would talk, but it was only of 
me, and the love ſhe bore me; that ſhe 
fancied herfelf a ſupernatural being, and 
ſometimes a China jar, and the like ; 
that her diſorder was dreadful, eſpeci- 
ally in her preſent ſituation ; and re- 
queſted me to a. him , and ſee 


: | whether 
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weather my viſit would work at all upon 
her mind; for, that, for two months, ſhe 
had hved in the dark, and almoſt with- 
out food. He told me, Mr. Sayer had 
fent to him to attend her, but had not 
behaved to him as a gentleman ought, 
and, that nothing would have induced 
him to continue his attendance but hu- 
manity ; and this would lead him to ſee 
her daily, till ſhe was delivered. 1 
thanked the doctor for her; ſaid, I had 
it not in my power to compliment him 
for his goodneſs to her, as 1 wiſhed ; but 
would give him a ten pound bank-note 
on her delivery. This he faid would 
amply pay him, and we then got out the 
carriage, | and went to Mrs. Baddeley. 
As ſoon as I entered the_room, 1 beg- 
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ged fome candles might be brought. 
The nurſe oppoſed it, ſaying, her miſ- 


treſs would ſcream at the light. Doc- 
tor Hunter thought alſo it would be 


wrong; as going in ſuddenly to her, 


with a candle, might have a bad effect, 


in her ſituation. I acquieſced, and 


went into her room with Doctor Hun- 


ter in the dark. On my ſaying. My 
« dear Mrs. Baddeley, how are you?“ 
She cried out, with a tone of deſpon- 


dency, © What! is it my ever dear, 


cc dear Mrs. Steele, that ſpeaks to me; 
cc or 18 it ſome voice that reſembles 
« her's? Pray let me ſee you.” A 
pair of candles were brought, and ſhe 
ſat up on her bed, and ſeemed to enjoy 
the * When I e her, (he 
ſtared 
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ſtared me in my face, as if wiſhing to 
recollect me; and as ſoon as I WAS 
known, ſhe threw herſelf forwards, kiſſed 
me, and clung rouad my neck. She 
then told me of all her troubles, and 
begged, for God's ſake, that I would 
ſtay with her that night. I did, nos 
would ſhe ſuffer me to leave her the 
next day, but would go home with 
me. By the conſent of Doctor Hunter, 
ſhe was carefully wrapped up ; I put 
her into a eoach, and took her to my 
houſe; and, though L took her nurſe 
with us, I chiefly nurſed her myſelf, and 
in a few days got her ſo well, that ſhe 
could endure the light, and fat up 
through. the day. Mr. Sayer ſent often 


to enquire how ſhe did, but never at- 
N 3 _ tempted. 
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tempted to come under my roof. After 
a little time, ſhe returned to her own 
: Houſe, and being in want of many little 
_ comforts, and neceſſaries for herſelf, 
and. her unborn infant, I procured them 
for. her, and made her a preſent of them. 
1 went alſo every day to ſee her, conti- 
nued with her as long as my avocations 
would permit; and ſat up every night 
with her till ſhe was brought to bed. 
She had a ſon, as I have mentioned be- 
fore, and he was chriſtened Stephen Sayer. 
The father, however, though he ſhewed 
a proper attention to Mrs. Baddeley in 
the name he gave the child, was not, in 
other reſpects, ſo attentive as he ought; 
for, I was obliged to find money for all 
her _ and ad the ſupport of her 

3 | e 
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3 and paid Dr. Hunter che ten 
pounds I promiſed him. She got over 
this tolerably well, and, at the end. of 
her month, only wanted air; to give her 
this, I took a furnifhed- houſe for her, 
in my own- name, in the King's-road,. 
Chelſea, with a good garden; for which 
I paid forty pounds a year; and all this 
I did in oppoſition to my friends, who 
would not have done any thing for me 
had they known it. Many of the No- 
bility, who uſed to call on Mrs. Bad- 
deley, did me the honour, as ſoon as 1 
was ſettled, to call upon me, in a friendly 
: way; and their viſits were no diſſer- 
vice to me, but rather the contrary, as 
I thus kept up a genteel acquaintance, 
without expence. Mrs. Baddeley re- 
5 moved 


R ” 
* 
* 544 — . ——̃ og Ob 1 OE A i, —— 


152 Tux MzMoRs oF 


moved to this houſe, and the air was. of 
great benefit to her. Her child was 
nurſed at home, but Mr. Sayer never 
ſaw her above twice a week, being too 
much taken up with his wife. He 
made her an allowance, but far from a 
| generous one; as it would not enable 
her to hire a carriage occaſionally, to go 
out in; and, as ſhe wiſhed for one, I 
Hired a genteel job-coach and horſes for 
her; told her, I would pay the expence 
of it for three months; lent her money 
for her neceſſary uſes, and went from 
my houſe, near St. James's, every day 
to ſee her. Whilſt at Chelſea, ſhe re- 
eovered her health perfectly, and ſaw | 
many of her friends; but they were new 
aequaintance, and ſuch as I was a 


ſlranger 
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ſtranger to; they were of Mr. Sayer's in- 
troduction. One day when J called on 

| her, IT -met there a young gentleman, 
who ſaid he was juſt come from Bath, 
had rode his horſe all night, and was 
exceedingly fatigued. He ſeemed very 
polite to Mrs. Baddeley, and paid her 
great attention. Mrs. Baddeley told me, 
this was one of her new friends, to whom 
| ſhe was under many obligations, dur- 
ing the time ſhe was in Cleveland-row 
ſaying, his purſe had been always at her 
command, though ſhe had not troubled 
him much; that he was a ſenſible, 
well-bred man, and ſhe was happy in 
his acquaintance. When he was gone, 
the told me, his name was Bate, the 
Rev. Mr, Bate, Editor of the Morn- 
5 b ing 
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ing Poſt, now BateeDudley; > that he 
| was a very good foul, and had done her 
many an a& of kindneſs. «© Indeed,” 
ſaid ſhe, *© whilſt I was in Cleveland- 
„% row, he was the comfort of my life; 
„ as Mr. Sayer did not behave ſo 
% well as he ought, and I had not 
« you to comfort me. This gentle- 
c man viſited me, as often as he could, 
and ſupplied Mr. Sayer's place. I own 
$ I love him, and, was Mr. Sayer out 
& of the queſtion, I ſhould be happy to 
five with him.” From theſe decla- 
Tations, I found out the intimacy they 
were upon, Whilſt ſhe. was at Chelſea, 
and had a Tarriage to carry her abroad, 
the frequented many public places, and 
took her nurſe with her as a companion. 
At 
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At one of theſe places, ſhe picked up a 
Mr. Petrie, a Scotch gentleman, who 
lived in the city, He fell in love with 
her, followed her home, and begged 
admittance - under a plea of having 
fomething material to inform her of. 
She aſked him in; and, he profeſſed a 
regard for her, hoped ſhe was not en- 
gaged, told her he was poſſeſſed of a 
good fortune, would protect her for life, 
and, to convince her that his intentions 
were honourable, would ſettle a hun- 
dred pounds a year upon her, before he 
aſked for any favour on her part; and 
begged ſhe would appoint an attorney, 
that he might put it- in force immedi- 
| ately. She thanked him for his good 
opinion, and the offer he made her; 
5 could 


. 
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could not ſay ſhe was wholly diſergags 


ed, as ſhe admitted the viſits of a gen- 
tleman, who indeed had not behaved as 
he ſhould do, having made no ſettle- 
ment on her. He replied, that was 
cruel, and he did not deſerve her fa- 
vour. In ſhort, ſhe agreed to receive 


Mr. Petrie's viſits ; an attorney was ap- 


plied to, who drew up the ſettlement, 
ſecured on ſome ſtock in the funds; 


it was figned and executed, and pre- 
ſented to her. She accepted it, but 


not liking the. preſenter, began to reflect 
on the inconvenience ſhe ſhould be ſub- 
ject to; that of receiving the viſits of a 


man ſhe diſliked, at any time he pleaſ- 


ed. Mr. Petrie propoſed ſtay ing with 
her that night, and ſaying, as he ſat by 
| | her, 
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| her, how happy a man he was, having 
her wholly to himſelf; the word wholly 
ſo much hurt her, that ſhe jumped up; 
ſaid, ſhe would never be wholly at the 
diſpoſal of any man; and would have 
nothing to do either with him or his ſet- 
tlement, which ſhe took out of her 
pocket, tore into twenty pieces, and 
threw into the fire. Mr. Petrie, who 
ſeemed to have a great regard for her, 
was petrified at this conduct and ſud- 
den change of mind, and could not 
conceive the reaſon of -it: he would 
have done any thing to have prevailed 
with her, but it was to no purpoſe ; ſhe 
would hear nothing he had to ſay; 
would accept no ſettlement from him, 
was it ever ſo great; and was reſolved 
Vol. VI. E -— 
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to ſee him no more; nor, do I believe 
ſhe ever did. But ſhe received other 
viſitors, though ſhe took care that 1 
ſhould never ſee them, for ſhe was al- 
ways alone when I called, and ſeemed 
wrapped up in her infant, and nurſed it 
herſelf. She told me, ſhe had received 
a viſit from Sir Francis Molineux, and 
Mr. Damer. That Lord Melbourne had 
called on her once, ſhe having wrote to 
him, and begged to ſee him; that, at 
this interview ſhe repreſented her ſitua- 
tion to him; but, that he ſaid little to it, 
and left her, without giving her a ſhil- 


Having now done all for her that 1 
promiſed, and by one way or another 
| * 
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having given her, and lent her, more 5 
than three hundred pounds, beſides the 
fom of two thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fixty pounds, which ſhe owed me by 
bond, when we parted ; I took my leave 
of her, being obliged to go out of town 
for ſome months, requeſting ſhe would : 
take care of herſelf, and ſaying, I would 
ſe her again on my return. She cried 
a great deal, but I could not avoid go- 
ing; however, I gave her twenty gui- 
neas, and begged ſhe would write to me, 
and let me know how ſhe went on. 


J had ſcarce reached home, before 
her nurſe came to me, out of breath, to 
tell me that Mr. Sayer was taken up, on 
a charge of high treaſon, and committed 
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to the Tower; and, that her miſtreſs was 


in ſuch agonies, that ſhe did not know 


what to do with her; and begged I would 
return to her. I flew to Chelſea, and 


found her in ſuch agonizing fear and 


dread, as would have moved a heart of 


ſtone. She knew well Mr. Sayer's 
principles; how many ſevere things he 


had faid of the Royal Family; and fear- 


ed, as I did, that death would be his 
portion. She was ſo wretched, that it 
was ſome time before I could pacify 
her; when ſhe begged on her-knees, 
that I would never divulge what I had 


| heard him ſay. « am afraid,” faid 


ſhe, © that I ſhall be ſent for; if I am, 
* ] am determined not to go, and . 
<« you will not.“ 


% 


Sayer 
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| Sayer at this time was forbidden the 
aſe of pen, ink, and paper; but he pro- 
cured it nevertheleſs, through the means 
of the Warden of the Tower; and this 
man's. wite conveyed many of his let- 
ters, where they were addreſſed. Mrs. 
Baddeley received Gerad from him dur- 
ing his confinement.. In theſe he en- 
treated her not to be unhappy, for he 
mould not long be impriſoned, as the 
charge againſt him could not detain him; 
and that he ſhould be with her in a few 
days. In one of theſe letters, he ſaid, 
* If I live, I will bring up my dear boy 
4 from his infancy, to hate a traitor ; 
and will ſtudy to ground ſuch ſenti- 
*« ments in his heart, againſt the author 
« of wy confinement, as he merits,” — 
--" 3 She 


162 THE MEMOIRS os ' 


She afterwards ſhewed me this letter, 
and my reply was, I ſee he will noet 
< be eaſy, till he gets a halter round his 

e neck. 


I now took my leave of her a ſe- 
cond time, went out of town in the 
month of July, and did not veturn for 
ten: months. In this time I had many 
letters from her, acquainting me with 
her ſituation, and telling me, that Mr. 

Sayer was a bankrupt, and did: nothing 
for her; and that ſhe was reduced to the 
neceſſity of finding a new friend, which 
ſhe fortunately had met with. This 
friend; was Mr. Brereton, the player, 
who pretended to have a great love. for 
au ben oni the an, L ſoon after 
we: 1-2 0 heard 
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heard that ſhe was ill, and very dan- 
gerouſly ſo, and that ſhe owed her ill- 
neſs to him. Of courſe ſhe ſoon left 
him, and took up with Mr. Webſter, 
another player, of Drury-lane theatre, | 
with whom ſhe ſaid, ſhe was as happy as 
fhe could wiſh ;. that ſhe: would be in- 
duftrious, and that, with their joint 
earnings, they. ſhould. be able to live 
. comfortably... She frequently wrote me 
word of his kindneſs and attention to 
| her, and I believe they were happy iy. © 
each other. During: her continuance 
with Mr. Webſter, ſhe played conſtant- 

I at Drury-lane, and had two children 
| by him. In the ſummer, -ſhe went with 
him to Ireland, and performed there, 
where ws lay in of her . child. The 


time 
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titne of their engagement at Drury-lane, 


me was like a woman diſtracted. I was 


drawing near, they were obliged to leave 
Ireland. She had then been brought to 
bed but three days, and yet 6 
to go to England with him; for, ſo 
fond was ſhe of him, that ſhe would not 
be left behind. Though the was not in 
3 ſituation to be moved, ſhe ſet off with: 
him the fourth day after her delivery, 
and travelled with him all the way to- 
London; by which means ſhe caught 
cold, and was ill for a long time after,, 
and her child died. She and Mr. Web- | 
ſter continued together for two or three 
years; when a ſevere fit of ineſs took 
him from her, and he died in her arms. 
This event made her very unhappy, and! 


at | 
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at this time on a viſit in the country; 
did not receive her letter, reſpecting the 
death of Mr. Webſter ; of courſe did not 
hear of it, till my return to town, which 
was ſome time after ; when Mrs. Bad- 
deley came to me in the utmoſt diſtreſs; 3 
faid, ſhe was with child by Mr. Web- 

ſter, when he died, and, that the little 
he left her, his friends took from her, 
and at the ſame time, ſuch things as be- 
longed to her; and, that ſne had never 
been able to recover them; that, ſne 
ved in a ſmall houſe in Pimlico, for 
which ſhe paid twenty-five pounds a 
year; that ſhe had not a month to go; 
and was deſtitute of every neceſſary both 
for herſelf and her infant; for, that ne- 
ceſſity had "obliged her to make away 
; with 
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with every thing ſne had, of any value; 
that her great friends had forſaken her, 

and that ſhe had ſcarcely common ne- 
ceeſſaries. At this time I was in buſineſs, 
and in partnerſhip with a 7 woman, who, 
did not like Mrs. Baddeley; and, not 
having much money to command, I 
could not do for her as I wiſhed ; but, all 
| that I could do, I did. I ſent her three 


guineas every week, and a variety of 


. cloaths, both for herſelf and her child. 
One day I went to ſee her, and took 
with me ſome new things I had purchaſ- 
ed to make her comfortable; for, ſhe 
had then been delivered of her infant, 
and was in a fine way to do well. 1 
| knocked at che door, and it was opened 


| 88 a man dreſſed in black; a 
black 3 
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Black filk waiſtcoat and breeches, and a | 


pair of black filk ſtockings, with his 


| hair well-dreſſed. He aſked me who I. 


wiſhed to ſee; and, when I ſaid, Mrs. 
Baddeley, he replied, Oh, I beg your 

© pardon, I preſume you are Mrs. 
cc Steele; pleaſe to walk up.” He 


followed me, opened the chamber door, 
and ſaid, to Mrs. Baddeley, © Here is 
« Mrs. Steele, Ma'am, come to pay 


ce you a vilit;”” then bowed, retired, 


and ſhut the door. Having enquired 


about her and her infant, I aſked who 


that gentleman was, that uſhered me 
up. She ſaid, it was John. What 


% John?“ cried I. “ John,” returned 
ſhe, © that hved with Mr. Webſter,” 
% What does he do here? was my 

| | . next 
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next queſtion. I will tell you,” faid 
ſhe; <« but, as a long hiſtory hangs to 
« this part of the buſineſs, which you 
cc will not like; don't enquire farther _ 
< into it, for the preſent ; 1 will reſerve 
« this ſtory for you, till the next time 
ce J ſee you.” I could not prevail on 
her to ſay more on the ſubje& that day; 
ſhe begged me to come the next, when 
1 ſhould be fully acquainted with the 
matter. I told her I would, if poſſible; 
and, on her ſaying, there were ſome 
few things which ſhe wiſhed to have; 1 
bade her tell me all her little wants, and 
I would either bring them, or ſend them 
to her. T he next day J went to her 
again, and took with me. thoſe articles 
ſhe mentioned, and many others, | which 
| Il thought 


— 


- * 
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1 thought would add to her comfort, 
and found her in better ſpirits than the 


day before. She then begged me to 


promiſe, on her relation of John's ſtory, 


not to forſake her for her folly. I told 
her, that if her folly would have led 

me to it, I ſhould have forſaken het 
long ſince; for that 1 knew her to be 


fo eccentric a character, that nothing 


would ſurprize me. She faid, her im- 


prudence was always, on reſlection, a 
greater puniſhment to her than ſhe was 


able to bear or encounter with; but, 
that what ſhe had done, was now too 


late to recall, and therefore idle to re- 


pine at. On the death of poor Web- 
4 ter,” continued ſhe, © whom 1 dearly 
“ loved, I thought I ſhould have gone 
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c diſtracted. John was his favourite 
& ſervant; and, when his maſter was 
&« dead, he took ſuch a ſhare in my af. 
4e fliction, that I could not but value him; 
ce he ſtaid in the room with me, ſtood 
« by me, watched me, and paid me 
> more attention than I can deſcribe ; 
* and, when he took his wages, felt for 
e my diſtreſſed ſituation, and laid it all 


e out for my uſe. Seeing myſelf neg- 


« lected by all mankind, and having 
« with me a relation, a woman of lit- 
“ tle character, who drowned her own 
« reſlections by drinking brandy ; the 
gave me ſo much of the ſame, as to 
« pet into my head. Now, to do 
Mrs. Baddeley juſtice, I muſt ſay, 
_ drinking Was a ing ſhe was never ad- 
dicted 


— 
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dicted to ; for, whilſt we lived together, 
no one was more temperate; and, I can 
declare, with truth, that I never ſaw her 
drink three glaſſes of wine at dinner or 


ſapper, in my life, nor did ſhe ever 


taſte a dram. But this woman, ſhe 
ſaid, prevailed on her to take a large 


' glaſs of brandy, which, together with 


her grief, ſo overcame her, that ſhe was 
put to bed ſenſeleſs ; and how it happen- 


ed ſhe could not tell, but in the morn- 


ing ſhe found John by her fide. She 


owned, that his tender behaviour to her - 


had won her ; that ſhe did not reſent his 
| conduct, and that from that day to this 
he and ſhe had lived together as man 


and wife. She took ſome pains to re- 


concile me to this event; ſaid John was 
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a good young man, did not preſume 
on the partiality ſhe had for him, but 
acted ſtill as her ſervant; and, that 
neither her nurſe nor her maid knew any 
thing of the connexion, 


: hagd her out, but my grief at heart 
was ſo great, that I was unable to ut- 
ter a word. I cried exceedingly, and 
| the ſezmed equally agitated. Knowing, 
however, that ſhe had lain in but a 
week, and that it hurt her to ſee me ſo 
affected; I endeavoured to compoſe my- 
ſelf, and begged ſhe would do the ſame, 
and to ſay no more but, ſhe ſtill- went 
on; © and to add to all this, I am fool 
enough to like him, in preference to 
« all men, and cannot help it, though 


ee 


* 
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„% my ruin was to follow.“ She then 
threw her arms round me, and with 
tears in her eyes, faid, « Oh! my dear 
& Steele, had you been with me, no- 
& thing of this kind would ever have 
5% happened!“ I entreated her to drop 
the ſubject, but in vain ; ſhe ſaid, it gave 
her eaſe and pleaſure, to unboſom her- 

ſelf to me, hoped I would not forſake 
her, for her imprudence, but conſider | 
it only as a piece like the reſt. I told 
her, that with all her faults, I loved her 
ſtill; that I could have wiſhed her, in- 
deed, to have acted with more pru- 
dence, but that if ſhe could forgive her- 
ſelf, I had little to ſay upon the ſubject; 
: that | certainly never would forſake her, 
MS — 
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but would think of ſome mode of ſet- 


tling them. 


Whilſt we were in this converſation, 
we heard a loud rapping at the door; I 


vent to the window, and ſaw a lady, 
in an elegant little Phaeton, with four 


beautiful poneys, and two little poſt- 


boys, in blue and filver jackets: I men- 
tioned this to Mrs. Baddeley, and ſhe 
cried; © Good God ! John, who is it?“ 
* Ma'am,“ ſaid he, 4 a lady wiſhes to 
% ſee you, whoſe name is Robinſon.” 


c Defire her,” ſaid Mrs. Baddeley, 1 
8 walk up; this is,“ continued ſhe to 


me, the perſon the Prince of Wales 


4 js fo fond- of.” She came into the 


m, and n paid her reſpects to 


* 
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Mrs. Baddeley, who was in bed; gave 
her joy of her little one, and on being 
told, I was an Intimate friend, en- 
tered on the nature of her viſit, which 
was to preſent her with ten guineas, from 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cum- 
berland, with his compliments; and to 
ſay that he received her letter, begged 
her to enquire into Mrs. Baddeley's ſitu- 
ation, and to tell her, that if ſhe wanted 
more, he would ſend a further ſupply. 
She begged Mrs. Baddeley's pardon 
for not waiting on her the day before, 
. as ſhe meant to do; had not the Prince 
of Wales, who was then at her houſe, 
prevented her. 


— 
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Mrs. Baddeley gave her a particular 
account of the fituation ſhe was in, and 
the treatment ſhe had experienced, from 
thoſe who profeſſed a friendſhip for her; 
which, when Mrs, Robinſon heard, ſhe 
_ cried out, © Oh, the ingratitude of 


« mankind! And ſhed a few tears. 


unperceived by Mrs. Baddeley; which 
induced me to conceive her to be a wo- 
man, in ſpite of all her errors, poſſeſſed 
of the finer feelings: ſhe promiſed: not 
only to repreſent her caſe properly to 
the Duke of Cumberland, but to uſe 
her intereſt with the Prince of Wales, 
inn her favour. As Mrs, Baddeley let 
her 'viſitant into the whole hiſtory of 
ber amours, Mrs. Robinſon was no leſs 
communicative on her part. She talk- 
ed 
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ed a great deal of her huſband, and 
| ſpoke of bim with reſpect; and ſaid, 
though they did not live together, they 
were on friendly terms, and always ſpoke 
to each other, when they met. She 
condemned him only for extravagance, 
ſaying, that he drew her purſe- ſtrings 
too often; but, that as he was her huſ- 
band, ſhe could not refuſe him. The 
Prince, ſhe ſaid, had made a point of it 
with her, that ſhe never ſhould ſee him ; ; 
and as he loved her, to the greateſt de- 
gree, ſhe could not refuſe a compliance 
with his wiſhes ; but, her huſband know- 
ing this, watched her motions, and con- 
trived to meet her, always when ſhe 
rode out for the air, at which times he © 
generally emptied her purſe, She ſpoke | 
4 : | bighly 
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highly of the Prince of Wales, gave us 
many inſtances of the goodneſs of his 
heart, in relieving objects of. diſtreſs ; 
and told us, that her acquaintance with 
him, was earlier than the public ſup- 
poſed; that when ſhe firſt knew him, 
he was but fourteen years of age 3 and 
yet, though he had not then the com- 
mand of a great deal of money, he was 
always very liberal to her, and with him 
ſhe was the happieſt of women. Many 
* a time,“ continued ſhe, ** has the 
% poor dear boy got out of his bed, 

* when he was at Kew, and come to me 
5 in the middle of the night, at the 
„ inn, at Kew-bridge.“ How do you . 
% mean?” Said I, got out of bed?” 
Ves, replied ſhe, their Majeſties 


© alway 
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* always paid ſuch attention to their 


40 children, as to go and fee them every 


« night after they were in bed; and of- 
<« ten has the dear Prince got up aftet 
* this, dreſſed himſelf, and with the 
4 aſſiſtance of his brother, the Duke of 
& York, climbed over the garden-wall, 
* after mid- night, and come to me; ſtaid 
« ſome hours, and returned home over 
« the wall again, before day-light ; un- 
„ known to any one, but his brother; 
 & ſo that his affe&ion for me, is of no 
60 ſhort duration She now begged 
our ſervant to ſee whether her pages 
were ready, for ſo ſhe called her little 
poſtillions; and when they were mount- 
ed, ſhe took her leave of us, promiſing 
to wait on Mrs. Baddeley again. When 

ſhe 
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' the was gone, Mrs. Baddeley obſerved, 
that the Duke's bounty was ſmall, but 
probably, he might wiſh to be better ac- 
quainted with her ſituation, before he 
ſent any ſum of conſequence, She now 
began again with the ſtory of John; but 
I told her, I had heard enough, and did 

not wiſh to hear any more ; that I would 
confider what could be done for them, 
and when I came again to ſee her, | 
which ſhould be in a few days, 1 would 

talk further on the ſubject. 


5 This conduct of her's, hurt me beyond 
meaſure; to ſee her attached to a low- 
bred fellow, not poſſeſſed of a ſhilling, 
nor in any way to earn his bread, but as 
E ſervant ; + to think that ſhe ſhould: thus 

fall 
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fall from all her ſplendor, to take up at 
laſt, with a man of this ſtamp, cut me 
to the ſoul; but, as I could not make 
it otherwiſe, I was obliged to be quiet 
under it. 


In a few days after, I called on her 
again, and found her well enough to go 
out ; ſhe was to play a day or two after, 
in the Maid of the Oaks. She told me, 
ſhe had ſeen Mrs. Robinſon a ſecond 
time; but, ſhe brought her no money; 
that, as- her engagement was near out 
at Drury-lane, ſhe would teach John 
to be a player, and would try her for- 
tune with him in Ireland or in Scot- 
land. Indeed, continued ſhe, «I. 
a do not app: chend, that if I would 
„„ 0Q-. e COM 
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L continue at Drur y-lane, that they 


« would engage me; I am therefore de- 


% termined to ſee what I can do at 


«« ſome other place; for I can be hap- 
« py with John any where; and if I do 
cc not live ſo well as I have done, I 
« ſhall be contented.” I found it was 


ol no uſe to talk to her; therefore, left 


her to act as ſhe pleaſed. She never 
introduced this fellow to me, and as he 
did not preſume to ſit down where 1 


was, I had nocauſe to complain o on that 


account. 


Her engagement at Drury-lane ex- 
pired with the ſeaſon, and, as the ma- 


nagers did not propoſe a freſh one, ſhe 
| ought for other employ, At this time, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Loutherburgh, the painter, had an 
exhibition in Liſle-ſtreet, which he called 
the Eidopbuſicon. He engaged Mrs. 
Baddeley to ſing there, and paid her 
handfomely for it; and it anſwered his 
purpoſe well, for ſhe drew a great deal 
of company. _This was the laſt public 
place ſhe performed at in London; but 
meeting with a good engagement, to 
perform in Ireland, ſhe collected ſome 
money from me and other friends, and 
took an affectionate leave of me, fay- 
ing, « God bleſs you, my dear Steele, 
. for what you have done for me; but 
ct ſomething tells me, I ſhall never ſee 
& you more.” I told her, if ſhe would 
eome back to me, when her engage- 
ment was out in Ireland, I would do all. 


5 1 in 
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in my power kor her; and, in her 45 
ſence, would endeavour to procure her 
one in London. She thanked me ; but, 
begged me not to trouble myſelf, till I 
heard from her; and that ſhe would 
write to me, and inform me how ſhe 
vent on. She had ſufficient money with 
her to make her journey comfortable, 
and we parted ; true enough, never to 
meet again ; for after this, we never ſaw 
each other. She played one ſeaſon in 

Ireland, and was very much liked ; but 

as the profits of the houſe did not an- 

ſwer the expectations of the manager, 
ſhe, with her paramour John, left Ire- 
land, and went to Edinburgh, where 
ſhe played for about two years. Her 


pay there was barely ſufficient to ſup- 
| port 
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port them; but, as ſhe was much be- 
loved by the performers; when her 
health declined, (for ſhe fell into a con- 
ſumption, ) and ſhe was able to play no 
longer; ; they, greatly to their honour, 
fubſeribed a weekly ſum, to afford her 
all the comforts a ſick bed required, 
and a proper perſon” to attend her. She 
wanted not, in this worſt of ſituations, . 
the beſt medical advice, but her conſti- 
tution was ſo far broken, as to be irre- 
coverable ; and; after lingering a ſew. 
months, ſhe departed this life at Edin= 

burgh, in the month of July, 1786, 
in the Idth year of her age, and was 
there buried. 


„ | __ 
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We have now gone through the hiſ- 
tory of 2 woman, who, in her day, at- 
tracted the notice of ſome of the firſt 
characters in the country where ſhe 


lived; and though, if great effects 
aroſe only from great cauſes, I ſhould 
not have thought her life of that im- 
portance in itſelf, as to merit the public 


attention; yet, as many momentous 


events have had their riſe in very in- 


Genificant fources, I am of opinion, 


that theſe memoirs may not be without 
their uſe. 


N 
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It is natural then to enquire, what is 
that uſe, which has entitled the Me- 
moirs of Mrs. Baddeley to a public in- 
troduction. Sorry am J to ſay, that the 
flattery of the age, the treachery of 
mankind, and the credulity of the per- 
ſon herſelf, cauſed her to fall a victim 
to folly; and, 1 truſt the reader will 
agree with me, that, as the pilot who 
can guide us, with ſafety, through the 
ſhoals and rocks that endanger our 
voyage, is to be preferred to him who 
knows only how to ſteer through the 
_ pacific deep; fo, that conduct which 
leads to the ſhipwreck of peace and 
happineſs, is the ſureſt index to point 
out to the incautious, the many rubs 
and . mamrah in a We of diſſi pa- 
tion, | 
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tion, concealed under the a of —_ 
gaiety; 3 and, that we befriend the cauſe 


of virtue, * expoſing the nr, of 
vice. 


It is a maxim, univerſally allowed; 
| that no- perſon becomes abandoned in 
the extreme, all at once but, that vice 
gathers ſtrength by a ſlow gradation; as 

every ſtep taken towards viciouſneſs, 
weakens more and more the remorſe of 
conſcience ;: and of courſe, a victim to 
ſucceſſive deluſions becomes progreflively 
morg unhappy, the farther ſhe ſtrays from 
. the Paths of i innocence. 


Had education and domeſtic exams 
ple made on Mrs. Baddeley's mind, 
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. that impreffion they ſhould have done, 
from the manner in which ſhe was 
brought up; it would have preſerved her 
in that line of rectitude, that would 
have enſured her a quiet, in more ad- 
vanced years, which diſſipation is ever 
a ſtranger to. She had endowments of 
mind and perſon, that would have ren- | 
dered her a tender and endearing partner 
_ of domeſtic life; and, was poſſeſſed of all 
that any man could defire, to make him 
happy in a conjugal ſtate. 


That credulity, which was the foun- 
dation of her misfortunes, when ber un- 
guarded heart was firſt ſeduced from 
filial duty, and ſhe took refuge from the 
_ temper of her father, in the houſe of a 


neighbour, 
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neighbour, would have ſecured her a 
laſting bliſs, had ſhe met with a fond 
and indulgent huſband. For, the firſt 
impreſſion a female heart feels for the 
object of it's affections, is fervent and 


ſincere. Honour, and the poſſeſſion of 


a heart, which it is virtuous to avow 
an attachment to, give birth to exqui- 
ſite happineſs. Let a woman enjoy alb 
the indulgencies of wedlock, where 
honour cements the union; and her gra- 
titude and fidelity will be beyond ſur- 
prize and interruption. She thinks, ſhe b 
ſpeaks, ſhe looks, ſhe acts only for the 
objeQ conſentaneous to her wiſhes ; every. 
emotion of her ſoul inclines towards him; > 
is Tolely occupied. by him: there is not a 
| Yacancy to. admit any thing extraneous, 
| : and 
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and every endeavour to ſupplant the 
poſſeſſor of her heart, is rejected with 
| ſcorn and with horror, 


But, when ſuch a woman comes to 
find the happineſs ſhe fondly thought 
herſelf poſſeſſed of, to be merely a de- 


luſion ; when the finds herſelf conſtrain. 


ed to make a facrifice incompatible, 
with the tenderneſs of her affections, the 
purity of her morals, or the dictates of 
her conſcience; what horrors muſt ſhe 
feel, and what diſguſt muſt enſue! That 
this was Mrs. Baddeley's ſituation, is as 
true as the facts ſtated in this work, 

which her co-temporaries, and admi- 
rers, who ſtill ſurvive her, can bear 
teſtimony to; but which tenderneſs to 


her 
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her huſband, being in publie life, and de- 
pending on the favour of the town, Has 
induced me to paſs over in ſilence. 


However hardly her unhappy fate 
dealt with her, in her firſt entrance 
| wichin the liſts of love, we have ſeen; 
that after the loſt the protection of Mr. 
Holland; which ſhe accepted of, in 
conſequence of a miſunderſlanding be- 
tween her and Mr. Baddeley; that her 


heart was not unſuſceptible of a warm 


attachment. The Honourable Mr, 
: Hanger acquired an intereſt in her ” 
heart; with him, that ſpring which was 
bent to mutual love, recovered: all it's 
former tone; ſhe was conſtant and ten · 


r to him; and, as a proof of her af- 


\ 
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fection, ſhe exhauſted all the valuables 
ſhe poſſeſſed, and. ſpent her ſalary for 
their mutual maintenance: but, bis at- 
tachment not ſurviving her means, he 
abandoned her to want, and the attempt 
ſhe made on her life, in conſequence of 
this cruel and unmerited treatment, 
| puts the lincerity of ber love beyond a 
l 
2 | | f 
: Having become thus the dupe of 
mankind, more than once; it is not to 
be ſuppoſed, but, that the fervency of 
her attachments muſt have been abated 1 
and, that the leſſons of infidelity ſhe 
had learned from others, ſhould have 
influenced” her. own conduct, in her fu- 
ture intercourſe with mankind: but, her 
Vor. VI, R experience 
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experience did not ſuggeſt to ber the 
expedient of making repriſals on the 
other ſex; it went no further than to 
Induce her to act an the defenfive, and 
keep herſclf;: from, falling a victim to 
future attempts upon her peace. This 
reſolution : far ſome time ſhe perſevered 


in, by my advice; but no retreat could 


exclude the importunity of admirers, 
Vanity at ſo much attention paid her, 
by ſo many diſtinguiſhed perſonages, is 


not, indeed, inexcuſable ; but, it was 


vanity unaccompanied with avarice ; for 


we have ſeen, that, through the whole 


courſe of her life, ſhe ſeldom was de- 

vated to gain, She ever had her fa- 
7 vourites, and her attachments were un- 
| ; waned ey] * her intereſt. 
„ Extra- 


8 N 
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Extravagance and ſhow were her reign- 
ing foibles; ſecure in the ſmiles of the 
preſent day, the never looked ' forward 
to a future one: but reckoned on the 
influence of the tranſitory attractions 
of youth and beauty, a8 if they were 
permanent and durable. Reflection in 
this caſe never comes, but with regret 
and repentance; and, if Mrs. Baddeley 
bad the pleaſures of life at commang, 
for a ſeries of years, yet all this ſplen- 
dor was but the fore-runner of diſtreſs 
and compunction. She lived to ſee the 
two faces of the world, and the curtain 
did not drop, till ſhe was convinced of 

is ipgratitude. 
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J with not to be underſtood, that in 
the publication of theſe Memoirs, or in 
what I have now ſaid, that I wiſh to 
eſpouſe the cauſe of vice, or folly. A 
bare recital of facts, as they occurred, 
cannot be deemed a creation of the fan- 
cy, to inflame the, paſſions, miſlead the 
judgment, or vitiate the heart. I have 
done no more than the moſt chaſte and | 
Correct writers have done before me; 
having only related, what they have 
depicted. Youth has ever had it's ex- 
travagance, and it's folly. I have pro- 
duced facts with real names; they pro- 
Auce facts with fiitious ones. I have. 
i thrown the cap at individuals ; they fling 
i it at the crowd; but, whilſt I level at | 


one, 1 do not miſs the crowd ; and yet 
_ adviſe | 
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adviſe the individual not to think, that 
either he or ſhe is the butt, or ſolitary 
mark, as in the circle wherein they 
move, there are multitudes that deſerve 
the ſtroke, CE 
* I cloſe this work, I muſt agaim 
repeat, that 1 have neither exaggerated, 
or miſrepreſented facts; but on the con- 
frary, through lenity and delicacy, have 
fupprefſed many circumſtances, which 
are as well authenticated, as thoſe. which 
are here ſet forth. It may be urged by 
fome, that the volumes are too explicit, 
and pregnant with tender rencontres; but 
this charge comes apainſt the exiſtence of 
the. work ſelf, with more force than 
_ againſt ſuch particular ' exceptions z for, 
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the fact is, that were they expunged; 
the whole work muſt be annihilated; and 
bad 1 complied with this criticiſm, I 
ſhauld have acted like the ſtrolling com- 
pany, that announced the tragedy of 
Hamlet, to a country audience, but re- 
queſted them, to excuſe the omiſſion of 
the part of Hamlet, for that night : and 
although this good-natured audience, 
| conſented to the omiſſion, and ſuffered 
the play to go on; yet this condeſcen- 
ſion did not ſufficiently encourage me 
to expect a fimilar indulgence from my 
readers. ; Eo. = 
3 ſhall now take my leave of them, 
With calling upon their philantropy, in 
| behalf of Mrs. Baddeley's memory, and 
| SO | | t 8 
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to requeſt that neither alperity nor cen 
ſure, may engroſs the place of genero- 
ſity and compaſſion ; but that thoſe who. 
have been made acquainted with her 
trailties, will fay, as Lord Cheſterfield 
did, when he ſpoke of the diſſipation of 
the great Bolingbroke; © Poor human 
© nature!” Let them remember alſo, 
that it is the weaker part of kuman na- 
ture, they have been viewing; a help- 
leſs, unprotected woman, whoſe life will 
be a leſſon to her own ſex, and a warn- 
ing to the gay and thoughtleſs, who. 
think as ſhe once did, that they ſhall _ 
never experience a bitter reverſe to their 


preſent mad career. 
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ERRAT A. 


Vol. I. That Letter at che end, without a name, 
| was written by Mr. Sayer. . | 
a Vol. III. a Os laſt line but one, for bis, read 


"7, YO,” Rl 
pu * 


Vol. IV. NN 200, line 10, for an- read unleſs, 

Vol. VI. p. 96, line 7, for Honiton, read Hinton. 
Ditto, Mr. Sayer's Letter was not directed to 

Mr. „ but to Nobert n Eſq. 
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